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# Genealogy of the Tomkins. # 

eee = begin=- # 
; omkins i 
i# who lived ir es Passaic. # 
if Valley ,New.Jersey. 
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I have prepare’ tne follow- # 
ing facts concerning the Geneal-# 
ogy of my mothers family hoping # 
they may strengthen in my child-# 
ren their love of country: in- 
spire a oride in the vart their # 
ancestors nave played in its i#t 
making and a2 resolution to do # 
their part in »reserving and im-# 
proving the heritage left then. # 
< / 
I dedicate, that which fol- «# 
lows to the memory of David Bon-# 
nel Tomkins,my Grandfather's # 
brother who went west to help # 
ake a new nation and-found an ; 
unmarked grave on the vrairies 
i of, Lisinois, 
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sources of Material. 
Presbyterian Cemetery, 
New Providence,N.J. 
Metnoaist Cemetery, 
Bi asa..slewlinois. 
Grandfa ather' s. old Bile. 
Publie ji trary, Fleinfield,N.J. 
Public Library, Morristown..i.d. 
Public Library, @aston, Penn: 
Grosvenor Linrary,curt falo.,F.Y. 
Government Records ,Shiloh 
National Park, Tenn. 
Family Records or Genealogies 
of the Settlers of the 
Passaic Valley, 
Jonn Littell. 
Genealogical Magazine of 
New Jersey. 
New Jersey Historical 
Society Vol.VI. 
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Inscriptions on Tombstones. 


The old Presbyterian Church in New Provi- 
dence,New Jersey celebrated its Two Hundredth 
Anniversary Nov. 21-22,1937, The inscriptions 
given below were copied from tombstones in the 
cemetery of that church. 


First Group. 
Elder Joseph Tomkins 
Gied Oct. 23,1832 
in his seventy-fifth year. 
Asnbel A. Tomkins 
born Aug. 22,1806 
Gied Dec. 15,1886 
Mary N. 
wife of Ashbel A-eTomkins 
born Jan. 7,1809 
died Aug. 5,1860 
Elizabeth H.Burnet 
wife of A.A. Tomkins 
born June 3,1818 
Gied Feb.3,1880 
Huldah B. 
daughter of Ashbel A. Tomkins 
born June 5,1837 
died July 26,1655 
Second Group 
Two names on one stone. 
Philemon B. Tompkins 


1LB29---s220nn- 1909 
Hester A. Tompkins 
1838<<-2en2--0% 1913 

Ann Eliza | 


wife of Philemon Tomkins 
born Jan.18,1831 


Gaughter of 

P. and A.B. Tomkins 
William A. 

son of 

P, and A.B.Tomkins 
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if Childern of Joseph Tomkins by his first 
# wife Martha Campbell of Orange. 
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# Sarah.....who died young. if 
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y it 
# Hannah....who married Jacob Marcell,of i 
i Newark,N.J.Feb.25,1809.Her resi- # 
4 dence at that time was Morristown # 
if N.J. The minister who performed ~ # 
# the ceremony was the Rev.Elias if 
if Riggs of New Providerice,N.J. The # 
# children of this marriage were:  # 
if if 
# Benjamin if 
if Alfred # 
if David 7 
# Stepnen. if 
if The family afterward moved to # 
if Illinois. I have sat vresent no # 
if trace of their wnereabouts. i 
# David Bonnell... died about 35. Our frimijy if 
#f tradition is that he settled ft 
# wiere New Albanv,Ind.now stards =: 4 
if and died a bachelor. i 


sth 


Nathaniel...who married Nancy Bedford the if 


Hs SES 


daughter of David of Columbia if 
Morris CoJNige He*lived*6n Stony # 
i Hill in Warren where his wife .. # 
if died. In the fall of 1848 he it 
# moved to Illinois with his son, # 
if William Allen Tompkins. He is a 


buried by the side of that son in # 
the Methodist Cemetery at Piasa: # 
# Illinois. if 
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i 1 
if Cuildren of Joseph Tomkins by his second # 
é * ° > ‘f 
iT wife,Jerusha,a widow, daughter of David Bon- #f 
it nel,of Union,removed to Passaic Valley. i 


ris 


i, if 
if Ashbel Allen. Tomhkins..born Aug. 22,1806, He  # 
it died Dec.15,1886. T.ucse if 
if dates were taken frou his # 
tombstone in the Prestyte- # 

rian Ceneterv,New Provi- .# 

dence,V.J. "Family Records # 


or Genealofies.of the Set- # 


tlers of the Passaic Val- # 
ley"bv John Littell states # 
that ne was a blacksmith # 
and lived in New Provi- i? 
dence. It also states that # 
he married Mary N.Bonnell, # 
daughter of Pnileron Bon- # 
nell,June 11,1828. From an-# 
other source,wiien I negle-# 
ected to record,I learned a 
her name was Mary Noe Bon- # 
nell.The Geneslogical Mag- if 
azine Vol.IX states that + 

if 
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Ashbel A. Tomvokins was mar- 
ried to Polly Bonnell May 
5,1828 by Rev.Jas.B.Hynshavw, 
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7 The name may have been a :*3 
if nick name.The date in May 
#F ad may nave been the date the ‘fd 
if license was secured. if 
di I find no trace of other# 
‘fa children by the second mar-# 
i fabgeyoteosepi.Tomkins. 
dt Taere is a tombstoiie if 
near that of Ashbel A.Tom- # 
ft kins that reads;Flizabeth 

if H.Burnett,wife of A.A. Tom- 

iF kins. From this it is evi- 

if dent Ashbel A.Tomkins was 

i# married twice. i 
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Inventory 
of the property of Joseph Tomkins. 


Two things witness to the following 
being the Inventory of the property of my 
Great,Great Grandfather Joseph Tomkins. 

lst:-The Administratrix was Jerusha 
Tomkins. Tnat was the name of his second 
wife. 

endi-He died O0ct.243,1832, This Inven- 
tory was made Oct. 31, 1832, 

If the men who maids the Inventory indi- 
cate the character of his associates, 
Joseph Tomkins must have moved in the 
higher circles of his time. 

John Crane who appeared before the Sur-# 
rogate with the Inventory was a Great, if 
Great Grandson of Stenhen Crane who was # 
one of the original Elizabethtown Associ- # 
ates. John Crane had a son,Sylvester who # 
served as a Lieutenant in the Mexican War.# 

Luther Littell,the other apvraiser was # 
# born April 20,1787 and died Feb.19,1833, # 
# He was elected to the State Legislature fF 
# of New Jersey in 1829, At the time of his # 
# death he was a Colonel of Malitia.He must # 
# have been in poor health at the time the # 
# Inventory was made as he died the follow- if 
# ing year of EHD tito nt He had a nephew .# 
i# of the same name who was a graduate of # 
# Princeton and became a Presbyterian Minis~i/ 
# ter. 

# A study of the Inventory to ascertain # 
# if it contains hints as to the manner of # 
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# Jife and the customs of the time in which # 
it Joseph Tomkins lived reveals the follow- i 
# ing. i 
ia The Inventory is divided into two $ 


+ parts. The first part mentions a barn and # 
# cow house. There is also a milk room It # 
# mentions and gives the values of those if 
# things usually found about the out build- # 
+ ings of a farm. But it also mentions some 

f things that would be used about living i 
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Inventory # 

# £ the property of Joseph Tomkins. # 
if ; a dj 
# quarters.This raises the guestion whether # 
# there might not have been some provision # 
# made for a servant,either occasionally or # 
# permanently employed. As Joseph Tomkins  # 
# was 75 years of age and his wife 68 they # 
# may have required helpers # 
# The second part mentions and gives val-# 
ues of more elaborate household furnish- # 

# ings. Trammels,spinningwheels and spokes, # 
probably for basket making,tell something 7 

# of the mode of life. A half set of New~. # 
# tons works indicate a love of learning. 2 
# We know that he had been a Trustee and # 
# Stockholder of the Academy at New Provi- i 


# dence,2 tomm: that had at first been called# 
' Turkey,probably from the flocks of wild # 
turkeys that made their home tnere. 
# The coins used at that time, but now j; 
# obdsolete,are brought to mind by the fre- # 
if quent use of the bit,wnose value was 1232. i# 
# Yinen the tub was valued at .06¢ the ap-~ # 
# praisers may have had in mince the picayune# 
# a small Spanish coin valued at .06¢¢,that # 


# circulated in the United States until # 
# 1857. The dime or nickel were never used # 
# in the values given in this Inventory. # 
# The one who prevaredmy copy of the 7 
# Inventory was not an expert typist. There # 
# are places that indicate mistakes have, # 
# been made,erased and corrected. I think # 
# the line that reads "Lot & Wood & logs in # 
woods",should read "Lot of Wood & logs in # 
woods, " ft 

A study of this Inventory impresses # 

one with the many changes a hundred years # 
have made. May it help us to appreciate # 


the many oppertunities we enjoy all of 
which were purchased with tne struggles, 
the privations and often the suffering of 
tne pioneer, 
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# Page l. 

i Inventory of the property of Joseph Rorditwis if 

S26 

# A true and perfect Inventory of the Goods # 
# and Chattels and effects of Joseph Tomkins late# 
# of Essex deceasd taken and apprized by the sub-# 
# scribers this 3lst day of October 1832. # 
# 1 Mare $40, 00 # 
¥ 2 heifers 13, 00 # 
# + a beef cow | 8. 50 #: 
# 1 cow 16.90 # 
if 1 hog 8.00 # 
if 1 old waggon body | 2 50 # 
# 1 waggon 6.00 if 
if 1 Basket & + Bushel | » BO # 
Hd harness 3.50 # 
# Hay in the barn 20, 00 # 
# Oats : 250. ¢ 
# wheat Lend if 
i Rye 1.75 # 
it Axe 2 BO # 
# Cutting box 1.00 # 
# Hay in the Cow house 5.50 # 
# hoe & shovel o25 # 
# Pitch fork 120 o# 
# Potatoes 4,25 # 
# haystock : to. Ff 
# Corn in the Ear 14,28 # 
# wheat in the ground 4,00 it 
# 2 fat tubs Py # 
# Table in milk room 2 75 # 
# 3 bed spreads 1.00 # 
if 1 Straw bed 1.25 # 
if 3 deer skins 1.00 a 
# Buckwheat Tear # 
# 1 Iron pot & 1 skillet .63 # 
# 1 Tea kettle 4.00 # 
# 1 Brass kettle ae # 
# 3 Iron kettles 3075 # 
# dhodegeibhge | we a 
# Cedar ware 2.50 Ht 
if ‘1 fub - 06 # 
# 1 Gridiron & i ffriddle 1.00 # 
fr 1 large Iron kettle | 3.50 # 
## 1 less Iron kettle L228 # 
# 1 Barrel with vinegar 4,00 # 
# 1 Iron pan ol2e # 
# 1 Brass kettle 2.00 # 
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Page 2. 
sae Se of the pronerty of Joseph Tomkins. 
1832, 

l emoty barrel Ae 
Lot dried anples hl he 
Teapots set cups & set plates _ mig B18, 

181.90 
1 Barrel with cider 1.00 
4 Gurs in cellar 1,00 
old churn & barrel with apples 2.00 
Barrel with. Soap ess 2) 
1 pork barrel Tu 
1 Clock 8,00 
1 Corner Cupboard 5,00 
Tin ware Piet bi 
2 Sugar boxes ens 
1 Set knives & forks Bgl As) 
1 dressers <2 
1 Table wee 
+ of Newtons works pe ol 
7? Guns ey fe: 
Reel & 2 wheels ald 
2 boxes eV 
Kneading trough lo 
Lot & Wood & logs in woods 4.94 
1 Looking glass 88 
6+ chaire” ES: 
1 Bed,bedstead & bedding 10, 00 
1 stand Piss. 
1 Clothes Cupboard 7.00 
1 Mahogany Table ca 
1 Bed,bedstead,Bedding & curtains 17,00 
4 Bed & spreads 5, 00 
2 Blankets 3.00 
1 armed chair Phe | 8) 
1 Trunk bets 
wearing apparel 18.50 
Linnen &¢c in cupboard 3,00 
dressors 220 
Lo neae Carpet eto 
1 Yarn Carpet 10,00 
2 pair And Irons 3.00 
2 pnir Shovel & tongs 1.00 
2 Trammels fale 
Crockery in corner cupboard ae0 
Wood in wood house 3, 00 
Logs & 4 feet wood 4,75 
spokes Mis)! 
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Luther Littell 


John Crane 
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# it 
# Page 3. # 
# Inventory of the property of Joseph Tomkins. # 
it 1832. # 
# i 
it #f 
# There are certain amounts due on Books # 
i not exceding as supposed - $5.00 Gf 
# Essex County,SS. if 
it John Crane one of the appraisers within i 
# naued being duly sworn doth depose & say that # 
# the Goods & Chattles Rights & Credits in the # 
yw annexed writing set down and specified were by # 
# him appraised according to their just & true if 
# respective Rates & values after the best of hisi# 


judgment and twnderstanding-That Luther Littell it 
the other appraiser was present at the same 
time with this deponent and consented in all 
things to the doing thereof,and that they ap- 
praised all things that were brought to their 
view for aporaisement,. 

John Crane, 


Sworn Nov.14th 1832 
before me. 
01.5.Halsted, 
Surrogate 


Essex County,SS. 

: Jerusha Tompkins the Administratrix 
of Joseph Tompkins deceased,heing duly sworn 
doth depose & say that the annexed writing con- 
tains a true & verfect Inventory of all and 
Singular the goods & chattles Rights & Credits 
of said deceased,as far as the same have come 
to her possession or knowledge or to the pos-= 
session of any other person ocr persons to her 
use or knowledge. 

Jerusha Tomkins 
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# 
# Sworn Nov.14th 1832) 
before me ) 
if 01.S.Halsted, 
if Surrogate. 
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Jerusha Tomkins, i: 
# The second wife of Josevh Tomkins must # 


# have been a woman well fitted for the timc# 
in which she lived. I include the follow- # 
ing sketch of her life,not because she was? 


of my direct line, but because I believe # 
her to te typical of the women of her day. # 
Also tecause through her there was started 
a line for the preservation of the name # 
Tomkins as descended from Joseph.I do not # 
at this date(Dec.8,1938)know whether the # 
name still lives. The last of the name I # 
have been able to trace was: Philemon Bon- # 
nel Tompkins,who died in 1909, | i 

The svelling of her maiden name as if 
given by John Littell in his Genealogies # 


is not always the same.In connection with # 
that of Joseph Tomkins it is given as Bon-# 


nel daughter of David Bonnel of Union. # 
When speaking of her as the wife of Jonn # 
Beach it is given as Bunnel daughter of # 
David Bunnel whose wife was Elizabeth # 
Jones of Union. # 


In my research I have found no one of # 
the name of Bunnel. Neither have I found # 
a David Bonnel of an age that could have # 
been her father. However,the name Bonnel # 
was one long comnecteda with eastern New # 
Jersey. One,Jcseph Bonnel,was the officer # 

Surrogate of the County of Essex) before # 
whom John Coover,witness to the will of if 
one,Joseph Tompkins,appeared May 10,1732 # 
for the purpose of swearing to the iden- # 
tity of the will. I am therefore inclined # 
to believe that Bonnel is the correct i# 
spelling and the other a mistake. 

Jerusha Bonnel was born Jan.17,1764.We # 
know nothing of her education but she must# 
have had some as she was able to sign her # 
name as Administratrix of the property of if 
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SPANO TORRN ORATOR TE PHAR REEF IF mi 
Jerusha Tomkins. i 

Joseph Tomkins.Her first husband was John # 
Beach,born May 17,1757. They lived on i# 
stony Hiil. But atbermerd moved to Spring- # 
field,New Jersey. if 

fh 


Their first childc,James Beach,was born # 
March 7,1782, James was married twice in # 
New Jersey. After the death of his second # 
wife he moved to Lexington,Kentucky. There 4 
he was again twice married,Two other sons,# 
Joseph and Samuel,married Kentucky women # 
and presumably lived there.There were six # 
other children,all of whom lived to be i# 
married,except Christian who died at the i 
age of 18, : 

By her second husband,David Mucnmore, # 


She had no children. if 
By her third husband,Joseph Tomkins, i# 
she had one son,Ashbel Alien Tomkins. # 
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Several years after the death of Josevhi# 


# Tomkins she went with one of her sons to - j 
# Lexington,Ky. Is it possible that at her 4 
# age she went with her son James after the 

# death of his second wife to keep house if 
# for him? He had at that time two children # 
# both boys. They were William by his first # 
# wife and Blisha by his second. 
# Jerusha Tomkins died in Lexington,Ky. # 
# July 19,1843, While she was not one of ff 


# the mothers who went west to raise their # 
# families amid the pvrivations and dangers if 


# of the early days; some of her children # 
# and several of her grandchildren,who mar- # 
# ried in the East,moved to the West,had a #4 
# part and did their bit in its building. i 
# Surely such a woman had her part in the # 
# spirit portrayed by the "Madonna of the #. 
! Praii." | i 
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Children of Ashbel Allen Tomkins, born 


Aug.22,1806,adied Dec. 15,1886.He was married 


twice. His 
bormncdans7 


Philemon 


Twins wer 


first wife was Mary N.Bonnell, 


,1809,died Aug.5,1860.By her Ash- 
bel A. nade the following children. 


Bonne ld.,.0ern April 19,1829, "cared 
1909, Philemon B. Tomkins was marrie- 
ed Sept 24,1850 to Ann Eliza Osborni 
daughter of Asa Osborn. Ann Bliza # 


was born Jan.18,1831, died 1869, 
Two children were born to them: 
Mannan 6 ai. 
William A. 


I found tne graves of these child- 


tad ce Jf 
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st 
Tres Thee 


pH SR Sts Hie 


a 


ren,markeaG daughter and son resypec=** 

» ) if 
tively,of P. and A.E.Tomkins by the# 
side of their mother in the Cemete-# 


ry in New Provicence.No Gates were 
given.May have been other children 
Tne second wife of Pnilenon B. 


was Hester A.(The nanie was taken 


from her tomostone and maiden name df 
was not given.) She was born 1838, 


Ghee 191.4. pohewdS Kuried by, tic 


side of her husband and they have 


@ cormon tomrstone. Since he was 
but.40,.and she but 31 when his 
first wife died there mav have 
been children by this marraige. 


“Huldan Bonrell..born June 5,1857,died July 


26,1855, She is buried near her 


father in a grave marked"daugnter 


of Ashbel A.Tomkins". Evidently 
she was never married, 
e born April 22,1841. They were 
Martha Bonnelj and 
Mary Hester. 
I found,no trace of their death. 
The date of birth is taken from 


Littell's work wnich was published 


in 1852. They may have lived and 
may have children still living. 
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# I have,so.far.as.I have been able to in- Z 
# vestigzte,not been able to establish the } 
# date of the birth of Joseph Tomkins.It has # 
i been given me by Mrs,R.M.Kline,davehter of # 
if Allen Tompkins Clower,as Feb.23,1758. The E 
# source of the Gate I do not know.This Allen # 
# T,Clower made quite an extended search for # 
# data and Goubtlcas had access to recorés I 3 
# have not seen. The date is BABE Da Sratic le ff 
Ff correct AS proven by theinscription-on’ a i] 
# tombstone in the Presbyterian Church Yard in? 
# New Provicence,N.J. This wane ae Te states if 
- Gia, Me oLed Ut, co, toae im ny s seventyfifth? 
# year. It also states that he was an Elder. # 
i Joseph Tonkins was married tvice. His f 
# first wife was Martha Campbell of Orange,N.J# 
+ His second wife was Jerusis,q widow,daugh- # 


te eS SR 


it ter of David Bonnel. — | if 
# The following taken from the New Jersey # 
# Historical Report Vol. VI, Pages 58 and 59, +# 


t 
# which I found in the Grosvenor Library,Buf- # 
# falo,N.Y.,will show that Joseph Tomkins was ; 
# a man who vas counted among the leaders of # 
# the community in which he lived."“Avril 15, # 
i 1817 a meeting was held in the interest of + 
# the Academy in New Providence,N.J.The Trus-. j 
# tees appointed were Rev.Elias Riges,Mr. Jacobi 
ria Potter r,Elias I. Thompson, John Wilcox, Joseph # 
# Tompkins,John Crane and Joseph Ludlow. The # 
# building was. to be 21 by 38 feet;with 19 if 
i foot posts;two stories high;8 windows below ,; 
#.and JO above. There was to ve ‘a ‘steve “and ~° 4 


# fireplace in eacu story. $4.75 per nundred 7 
# was to be allowed for waite oak timbers; # 
# $3.50 for pin oak timbers and $2.25 for pin 7 
+ oak boards. The largest suvseription for f 
# stock was by the Rev. Elias Riggs “140, 00; fF 
fa the smallest was by “lias Riz2zs Ir, ad 40; ir 
# the next smallest was 33,00, The total stock # 
‘+ raised was 7588.73. ne stock of Philernon # 
- Bonnell was $10.00.The stock of Joseph Tom- # 
## kins was &5,00. No one except the Rev. Riggs # 
if had more than $10.00 worth of stock. i 
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So far as now known Joseph Tomkins had iF 
but four children by. his. first wife,;Martne if 
Campbell.Tiue first two were firisyT.ite third 
David Bonnell was,according to our family 
tradition,a tachelor. The privelege of pre- 
serving the family name therefore fell to 
Nathaniel, tne voungest. He had by his wife, 
Naney Bedford, two.sons,William Allen and 
David Bonnell. The latter went to Illinois 
when a youth.He was,according to the tradi- 
tion eens aovn to me,about 16 or 17 years 
of age when he died. He was buried in the 
Cemetery at Woodburn,I11.When Wm.A.moved to 
Ill.ne made an attempt to locate the grave. 
There was no ene who knew its exact loca- 
tion. It is therefore unmarked, The prive- 
lege of perpetuating the name Tornpkins, 
in his line of descent,now devolved on 
William Allen. 
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In Grandfather's old Bible is the simple 
statement that William A.Tompkins and Rebec-# 
ca Vaughn were married Oct.4,1834 at Plain- 
field,N.J. For sone years they lived on 
Stony Hill,N.J.,near Smalleytown. My mother, ; 
Martha Jane Tompkins,told me he was a black-j 
smith.His health failing, his Doctor advised} 
tnat he nove Yiest.Tnis ne did in the fall of 
1848. He setthied near Jerseyville, II1l.,s0 
called from the number of its settlers Wrlo 
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came from New Jersey. Later ne boughs a farm # 
‘neur: Piasa;Illiwaere ne snent the rehainder # 
of his life as a farmer.i-He and his wife # 
are buried in the. Methodist Cemetery :at # 
Piasa,Z11.Near him is buried his three sons. # 
With them,they having died unmarried, the # 
name Tompkins,as descended from Joseph and # 
Martha ended, it 
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The following page contains an in-# 
ventory of the property of David B. # 
Tomkins as recorded in the Surro- if 


if 


=. 
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Thomas.A.Mathis,Secretary of State, 


Trenton, New Jersey. 


#f 
# 

This David B.Tomkins was evident- # 
ly the orother of Wm.A. (Tomkins )Tomp-# 
kins for the following reasonsi- # 

lst:- In the book published by # 
John Littell his name comes after # 
that of Wm.A.Tomkins, In all cases # 
with which I am personally acoquainted# 
Littell gives names in the order of # 
Leb hy euro 

2nd:-The Historical Sketch of the # 
Presbyterian Church of New Providence# 
N.J. written by A.G.Balcom states # 
that the above John Littell was a # 
Justice of the Peace. From the Judg- # 
ments from his court held by David B.¥ 
Tomkins they must have been well ac- # 
quainted. # 

3rd:-The brother of Win. A. Tompkins # 
died in Illinois at about the age of j; 
16 or 17. Wm.A.was born May 17,1812. # 
If David was born after William A.ang 
Gied in 1830 he must have been about 
that age. 

4th:- Nathaniel Tomkins was the 
father of these bovs. Littell states 
in his book that he lived in Warren 
on Stony Hill. Warren is a township 
of Somerset Co. It is evident that 
David B.,being a minor,still clezimed 
a home with his father and had left 
his property with him. 

Sth:- Natkaniel Tomkins is’ named 
as-administrator. There was no Will. 
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We the Subscribers in the tovnshiv of Warren # 
and State of New Jersy Being caled to apnorais # 
the personal proverty of David E.Tomkins Deca. # 
and do adjudge the sd vroperty as follows Jan- if 

vary 22th 1830, > geto# 
A stack of hay on Ludlow Squire “* 10800.# 
Two stacks of hay at the house 
A fork and rake 
Three hats 
A pare of Boots 
A jug and flask 
Two Round about Coats 
Two Waiscoats 
A fine Coate 
A pare of pantaloons 
A handkerChief Shurt and pantaloons 
A chest 
Judgments on John Littles Esq. Docket 
A Note against John A.Kiersted 
A Due Bill assigned By Cournelieus Stages 
A Due Bill against Joseph Alston 
test Nathaniel Tomkins 
David Leeson 
his 
David X Munday 
mark 
by propperty in my hands 40 00 
. David Munday being duly sworn according to 
law did depose and say that the within writing 
contains a true and perfect inventory of all & 
singular the Goods Chattels and Credits of 
David E.Tomkiis Decd. and that he avpraised 
all things therein set dovn & svecified accord- 
ing to their true respective rates & values to 
the best of his Judgment & understandirg and 
that David Leeson the other eppraisor was pres-4 
ent consenting & that they appraised al? things 
brought to their view for apprisment. 
David X Munday 
Sworn at Somerville Feby.23 
1830 before me 
Jos. Frelinghuysen, Surrogate. 

Nathaniel Tomkins admr. &e of David B. 
Tomkins being duly sworn saith that this writ- 
ing contains a true & perfect inventory of all 
& singular the Goods Chattels & Credits of said 
decd. that have come to his knowledge or pos- 
session or to the possession of any other per- 
son or persons for his use. 

Nathaniel Tomkins. 
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Sworn before me) 
Feby.23d 1830 ) 

Jos. Frelinghuysen, Surrogate. 
Recorded in Book D of Somerset Inventories in 
Surrogate's Offie on page 219 &c. 
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# Copied from old 
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Nathaniel Tomkins. 


# 

it 

# From his old Bible 

# From the fly leaf 

# Nathaniel Tomkins 

# Born May 14,1789 

# From center of the Bible 

# Nancy Tompkins 

# diede April 23,1834, 

# From back leaf 

# Nancy Tompkins 

# dide April 23,1834, 
The Bible is now owned by Chas.W.Clower, 

Morrisonville, Illinois. 
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# 

# 

# 

# From a blank book in which he once kept 

# accounts. The book is now in the ops- 

# session of ReveJohn T.Clower, 

#. Godfrey,Illinois. 

# Sept.29,1848, 

# This day settled all accounts with the 

# booking of Nathaniel Tomkins and the 

# books of Madizon Terrell and we are 

# both content. 

Nathaniel Tomkins 
———_________Madizon Terrel 

# Nancy Tompkins died April 23,1834, 

# Nathaniel Tompkins died May 10, 1860, 

# David Tompkins died Nov.6,1837, 

# Joseph Tompkins born Feb. 23,1758. 

# Martha Tompkins born Nov.23,1747, 

# Sara B.Tompkins born March 1,1781. 

# Hannah A. Tompkins born March 13,1783. 
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David B.Tompkins born March 2, 1786, 
Nathaniel Tompkins born May 14, 1789, 


members of my Grandmother,Rebecca Vaughn's# 
family that I omit. They are to be found 
in my book of data. 
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i There were other items given concerning 
it 
# 
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Description of the land owned by Nat- # 
haniel Tomkins in New Jersey. Copied from # 
the original Deed which is now in the po- # 
session of Charles W.Clower,Morrisonville, 
Illinois. 


Beginning in the road leading across 
Stonyhill at a hickory tree corner of 
lands of said Daniel Runyon,Daniel Carle 
and Stephen Ruckman thence (1) on said 
Ruckmans line east with a small variation 
eleven chains and thirtyeight links to 
very near a whiteoak tree thence (2) on 
his line and that of Betsey Smalley and 
Samuel and Mahlon Smalley South two de- 
grees East thirtyseven chains and sixty- 
five links to a stake & stones in a brush-# 
fence-thence (3) South seventyeight de- 
grees west six chains and nenetyeight 
links to the east side of Said Road thence# 
(4) North thirtythree and a half degrees 
west (a butternut on the East side of the 
Road being in this line) nine chains and 
fiftyone links to a hickory tree on the 
west side of said Road being said Daniel 
Runyons corner thence (5) on his line in 
said Road North twelve and a half degrees 
west Fourteen chains to a Cherrytree 
thence (6) in said Road on his line North 
four degrees East three chains and twenty- 
three links to a stake in the Road eight- 
een links west of the Southwest corner of 
the house on this lot-thence (7) Still on # 
said Runyon line in the middle of said 
Road North eight degrees east Fourteen 
chains and thirteen links to the place of 
Beginning Containing Fortyseven Acres: of 
Landa. 
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and Mary Runyon,his wife. 


# 
if 
# 
yf 
This Deed was signed by Daniel Runyon Ff 
The witnesses were i 

Caroline Runyon and # 

John Littell. i 
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Inscriptions me Tombstones 
Methodist Cemetery Piasa,Illinois. 


# 
if # 
it # 
# # 
# John Vaughn # 
# died Feb. 7,1861 # 
# aged 77 years,3 mo.,19 days. if 
# A native of New Jersey. if 
# Nancy Vaughn # 
# died Aug. 5,1860, i 
# aged 77 years,33 days. if 
# A native of New Jersey. if 
# John son of J. and N. Vaughn # 
it died Nov, 25,1861 4 
# aged 34 Hears,l mo.,29 days. # 
# A native of New Jersey. a 
# Elizabeth Vaughn # 
# died March 28,1869 # 
# aged 49 years,8 mo., 28 days. # 
4 A native of New Jersey t 
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On the same stone # 
ohn V.Holland  # 
June 4,1823---Sept.1,1862. # 
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# 
# Ann B.Vaughn his wife # 
# May 20,1822---April 17,1911. # 
# John V.Holland was not buried at # 
# this place. The stone is simply a # 
# memorial.He died at Tuscumbia,Ala.# 
# while serving in the Federal Army .# 
#John &.V. son of J.V. and A.B.Holland, # 


~ 


a 


# died Feb, 5,1860 # 
# aged 6 Fenrs.5 mo.,ll days. # 
# George L.son of JM and A.B.Holland # 
# died Sept. ,28,1856, # 
# aged iyr., 8 days. iF 
A if 
# Nathaniel Tompkins if 
‘May 14,1789---May 10,1860. a 

A native of New Jersey. if 


s 


if 
# 
# William A. Tompkins # 
# born May 17,1812---died Jan. 28,1890, # 
# Rebecca V.wife of Wm. A. Tompkins # 
i ‘porn Jan.14,1814---died June 28,1902, Vi 
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# Inscriptions on Tombstones # 
4 Methodist Cemetery Piasa,Illinois. t 
# Joseph S.Tompkins # 
# died July 3,1867 # 
# aged 15 yrs.,11 mo., 17 days. # 
# John V.Tompkins i? 
# Western Sharp Shooter # 
# died at Corinth,Miss. # 
# Sept. 16,1862. # 
# The inscription of age weather # 
# worn, # 
# William F. youngest son of Wr.A. and BV. # 
t Tompkins. died Feb.10,1860, if 
# Thomas H.Wilson # 
# died June 11,1869. # 
# aged 66 yrs.,2 mo., 11 days. id 
# Elizabeth wife of Thos.H.Wilson # 
if died Jan.21,1879 # 
# aged 76 yrs.,l1 mo.,12 days. # 
# Charles B.Wilson # 
yi born Mar.25,1835 died Feb.24,1906,. i 
# On the same stone marked Wilson # 
# Elizabeth # 
it 1839---1914 # 
# Esther Mable # 
# 1876---1913 if 
if if 
# On a large stone marked Wilson # 
# John D. # 
# 1844---1922 it 
# Agusta his wife # 
# 1848---1927 if 
# if 
# Near a large stone marked Wilson # 
# Thomas H.Wiison #., 
i#f 1832---1914 # 
# Father it 
# Martha J.Wilson # 
# 1843---1926 # 
# Mother # 
# # 
# There is also a lot containing the graves # 
# of the Bowmans and Harrisons who were # 
jf related to the Wilsons. i! 
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if Children of William Allen Tompkins. Grana-# 
# son of Josevh Tomkins,by his wife Rebecca # 
# Vaughn. Wm.A.Tompkins began the use Of "vn" # 
# in the spelling if his name at the solici- # 
i tation of his wife Rebecca. yi 
# Ann Bedford..Born on stony 2ill,Sommerset, T 
# Co.N.J.July 7,1835.She married L.C.u.# 
it Clower,a farmer.3he died Feb.6,1920 # 
# and is buried by the side of ner hus-; 
# band in the Cemetery at Shipman,I11. if 
# Mary Elizabeth..Born on Stony Hill,Somnenset# 
aa Co.N.J. Feb. 25,1837. 3he marriea Thom- 
iF as F.Clower,a farmer. He served as a # 
# soldier in the Civil War. She died + 
if Feb.13,1934 and is buried by the side# 
# of ner husband in the Cenetery at # 
a “orctsonville,Ill. if 


Jonn Vaughn..born on Stony IHill,Somerset,Co.# 
N.J. Cot.17,1840.He was a member of # 
Co.G.,66 I11.Vol.Inf.The Histcric re-# 
cord cf tiat Regiment placed ty the # 
Government at Shiloh National Park # 
states that he and another vrivate, # 
in their first engazement at Sturgeon# 
Mo.went to the assistonce of an Offi-” 
cer engaged in a hand-to-hand encoun-# 
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ter with a Confederate Officer and if 

saved his life. He died of tvaphoid # 
7 and Pneumonia,while in the service $ 
if at Corinth,Miss.,His father went for # 
i# the body and it is buried in the if 
# family lot at Piasa,Ill.Died 9/16/62.# 
# Martha Jane..born on Stony Hill,5omerset,Co.+# 
# N.J.July 2,1843. She married Thomas # 
# Henry ‘lilson,2 farmer.She died Oct.2 # 
# 1926 and is buried by the side of her# 
# husband and near her fatner in the # 
df Methodist Cemetery at Piasa,Il1l. if 
# Joseph S.Tompkins..was born July 16,1851 if 
# near Jerseyville,1Ill1.He was killed by# 
i lightning,July 3,1867,while helping #7 
i his brotner-in-law,L.C.M.Clovwer har-= # 
i vest wheat, if 


# William F.Tompkins..born Jan.3,1854.° Died if 
witn croup, Feb.10,1860, Both Josenh # 


# anc “illiam are buried near their # 
# brother John in the Methodist Ceme- # 
if tery ut Piasa,I11. ‘ 
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df The following was given by word of movth -} 
# to Carrie R.Wilson by Mary Elizabeth Tomv-  # 
# kins Clower. Mrs.Clower was a girl of about # 
# eleven years of age when she made the trip # 
# from New Jersey with her father, im.A.Tomp- # 
# kins. She was a woman in her eighties when # 
# she related the following. if 
# David D,Smalley,afterward s member of the# 
# State Legislature of N.J.,then a neighbor # 
# living in. Smalleytown,hauled the Tompkins # 
# farily from their home on Stony Hilg. fopr.: i 
# miles north of Plainfield to the home of tne# 
# father of Rebecca Vaughn Tompkins,near if 
## Princetown N.J. a 
7 The following Tuesday,John Vaughn a bro- 7# 
# thor of Mes. Tompkins took the family to it 
## Bordentovm wnere thev took a small steam- # 
if boat to Philadelphia. td 
- The triv from Philadelphia to Harrisburg # 
+ was made on an emigrant train. From Larris- # 
# burg to Cuunverscurg the trip was mace in 2 # 
# canal boat of the D.each & Co.Line, + 
# The trin across the Alleshenv "ts. to - 
4 Johristown, Paywae made or a train - statior- #4 
# ary engine lifting the cars over the steep- # 
est place of the incline. if 
if Sunday was syent,without travel,in Johns--+ 
# town.At Johnstovn a boat of the D.Leach & # 
# Co.Line was tnrken to Pittsburg. which Ba iP 
# was reached on Tuesday. if 
# At Pittsburg a small steamboat,the Amer- / 
# ican,was taken to Cincinnati,@hio.Here an- # 
# other small steamboat,the Lady Bryan, was # 
# taken to St.Louis.In going down the Ohio # 
# River the boat struck a snag and was not if 
# able to ascend the Mississippi River,so at # 
# Cario,I1l.all pnassengers were transferred {4 
# to a boat called the Deadhen. if 
# From St.Louis the trip to Alton,Ill.was # 
“¢ made in a small steamboat,The Belle of Altoni 
i# The night was spent in a hotel but brexk- 
# fast the following morning was prepared and } 
# eaten on the river bank, After breakfast a # 
ff settler,who was returning to the settlement # 
# of cw Jersey people near Jerseyville,was 7 
+ found.He hauled the family to tne neighbor- # 
# hood wiere for some years they were to live. 
#-Their part tn treaking the prarie and cdevel-# 
i oping a new country was about to begin. 4 
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if A Child is Taken West. # 
“A # 
if It was a bright autumn morning in the mid- # 
# dle of October 1848.People were gathering on -: 
#7 the river bank in the then small village of # 
# Bordentown,New Jersey. They were there to meet i# 
the boat that was 300n to leave for Philadel- # 
phia. Among them,standing somewhat alone,was a # 
sm2ll1 group evidently a family. They were near # 
some household articles which indicated they # 
were one of the many families then seeking a # 
home in the West, if 
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-tion,his Doctor nad advised he go west.: There 


The group consisted of eight persons.An old 
man near sixty sat on a large box.It contained # 
food to be eaten during the journey. For the # 
protection of this food supply ne used tne top # 

f the box for his hed auring the trip west. A # 
man and woman in their middle thirties were ev- 
icgently the father and mother of the children. # 
They were looking after the children and making# 
preparations for the arrival of the boat. Two # 
girls about eleven and thirteen years of age 
were looking forward to the trip and wondering # 
what the new home would te like.A boy of eight # 
was eager to start. He was doubtless thinking # 
of the game in the new country and in his mind # 
alrendy enjoying the sport he would later have # 
as a hunter. There was a young man of twenty- 
one,evidently not one of those wno were leav- 
ing. He was guiet for one of his age. Who can 
Say wnether his mood was caused by tne sorrow - 
of parting or regret that he was not also 
starting to the’ West to carve for himself.a 
future in a land of opportunity. Holding his 
hand was the last member of the group,a little 
mise Ol lives 

She alone did not wish to go. Tne home of 
her babyhood had vanished but for ner tne 
future held no promise.She was too young to re 
alize tnat the change was for tyne bencfit of 
her father's health. Threatened with consimp.- 


in 2 different climate was a chance he might 
regain his health. In his old surroundings, the 
Doctor saia,five years was nernaps tne longest 
he could exnect to live. 

There was the whistle of the steamboat,it's 
landing,the lowering of the gangolank and the 
discharge of the passengers. The signal for 
outgoing passengers to go aboard was given. The 
father and grandfather went to see that the 
baggage was.safely loaded.The mother called to # 
the children. The two older girls and the boy # 
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' A Child is ttre West. “ 
stuirted for sei boat. The little girl clung to # 
the young man's hand. The mother s3id, "Come 
Martna it is time to get on the boat. Kiss Uncle# 
Jonn good-bye and come." The child reviled "I # 
am not going to Illinois. I am going back to # 
grandpa's with Uncle Jonn." ia 

Why the answer? Who can give the psychology f 
of a child's decisions? A few days before she =: 
had,with the others,left the old home on Stony # 
Hill;vassed the little stone schoolnouse,where # 
she hid sometimes gone with her brother John, # 
and had ridden to her grandfather Vaughn's near; 
Princeton. She remembered her little playmates; # 
the delicious pears and other fruits;the birds 
anc flowers. Surely in all tne world there 
could be no such Eden as she was leaving. She 
had often sat in fear as she listened to the 
stories of how the Indians led by a bad Indian,# 
Tecumseh,had killed people in the West. How 
later in Illinois an Indian,Binck Hawk,had led 
his warriors against white Pe ane. She had 
been told that ner grandfather's brotner had 
gone west and died where New Albany,Ind. now 
stands.She knew that her father's only brother 
had gone to Illinois and soon died vresumably 
of fever. Surely the West was a place to fear. 
Was it love of the old or fear of the new that 
caused her decision? 

I do not know. But long years.after as I sat 
and listened to her stories,for little Martha 
was my mother,it was love of the old that fill-# 
ed them,As she talked I could almost taste the # 
pears and see the holly-hocks that grew in old 
New Jersey. - 

But excuse the digression of an old ran, 
That boat is about to sail and littie Martha 
must be gotten on board. The- older girls came 
to help their mother, “Martha,” said they, 
"Come and see how nice it is on the boat where 
we are to ride.You never saw anything like it." 
Thus the sisters got her on boarc and led her 
about explaining things that were as new to 
them as to her, When ther returned on deck the 
gangplank had been raised; tne boat had left 
the dock; little Martha was separated from her 
beloved New Jersey. 

None of that little group were ever again 
to see New Jersey,cxcept Lib the second girl. 
Years after, as an old woman, rccompanied by 
her youngest son,she returned, She saw Stony 
Hill,the old house,the spring and the little 
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A Child is roar Wiest, 


stone schoolhouse. But what changes there had 
been. The young man who had taken them from 
Stony Hill to their grandfather Vaughn's was 
old, In the meantime he had married,raised a 
family and his wife had died. He nad served as 
a merber of the State Legislature. They found 
him living with two old ladies. They were his 
sisters,one of wiaom had been born since that 
October morning of long agro. 

But I have again taken the privilege of age 
and wandered from my story. Tne journey evi- 
dently did not impress little Martha. In her 
stories in later life she had little to say 
about it. To her it was a tning not wanted,un- 
called for and ‘despised, There was,hnowever, 4a 
little Irish girs that furnished little “artha 
some diversion. The first Sunday,which was 
spent in Johnstown, Pa.vwithout travel,gave the 
travelers a rest. The three sisters left the 
boat and going to a freight car,standing on a 
switch, they climed in and sat in the door look- 
ing down at the boat. Suddenly there was the # 
cry’ that’ a child had fallen’ into the’ canal. # 
Mothers ran looking for their children. Their 
mother soon located her little girls safely 
seated in the car door. But an Irish voice 
cried in agony "Holy mither of God it is re 
Mary Ann.“ The old grandfather jumped into the 
canal,rescued the child and handed her on 
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Mary Ann later did a thing that almost made # 
little Martha's mother wish she had been left 
in the canal. One day while the mother was # 
* cooking griddle-cakes Mary Ann came along and 
F spit on the griddle. Punishment was administer- # 
ed quickly but not gently.Mary Ann's clothes 
were badly soiled. Her mother cried,"“Lave me 
‘+ Mary Ann alone. Ye have airtied the clane. 
clothes I have just put or her." The reply she 
got was"Teach your Mary Ann to behave herself." 


see the Kentucky Giant and buy supplies. The 
child was in dread that the hoat would start 
and leave them until they returned with that # 
balm of childish woes,candy. 

One night there was a great commotion on 
the boat. They came and took little Martha out #4 
of bed telling her that the boat haa struck a 
snag and was about to sink. She was taken in # 
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if 

At Louisville,Ky.little Martha had her first# 
worry. The father and mother left tne boat to # 
# 
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A Child is Bees West. f 
her nightgown to the boat that had come to it 


relieve them. I wonder if that is why little # 
Martha never after cared for boat rides, The i 
accident must have been near daybreak for when # 


it was light they could see the boat still if 
slowly sinking. if 
After two or three days they arrived in # 


Alton, Jllinois. It must have been in the after-# 
noon.It was the second trip west for the grand-# 
father. On leaving the boat, he immediately 
started for the hotel where he had once stop- it 
ped,thinking the family would follow. But with if 
the care of looking after the children the 
family lost him and went to another hotel. 

Little Martha was now sure her dread of the # 
West was justified. She had only just reached # 
Illinois and her grandfather was lost. She re- # 
fused to be quiet until ner fatner had located i? 
the old man. Since he was already settlea for 
the night it was agreed he should stay where 
he was. One day in looking through an old book 
I found written on the flyleaf,"Arrived in Al- 
ton Nov.1,1848." Was it written that night by 
one of the party before retiring to a comfort- 
able bed,the first in more than two weeks? 

The next mornirg the mother secured some 
baker's bread and honey,Breakfast was prepared 
and eaten on the river tank.I have often eaten 
breakfast at my grandfather's. I never knew 
him to omit family vrayer before the morning 
meal. Staunch old Presbyterian tnat he was 
there was never a season so busy that it must 
be ovwitted. Did he that morning at the hotel 
gather his little family about him or did he 
on the river bvank,on that crisp November day, 
kneel down and ask for Divine guidance and pro-; 
tection? After the morning meal they secured a 
ride with a man going in that direction to the 
home of an old neignbor who had sometime befores 
moved from New Jersey. That night was spent 
amid friends with all the comforts of a home, 
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While I have tried to make tne above an in- 
teresting story the facts stated are the fam- 
ily traditions as handed down to me. 
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it Family of William Clower. i 

Much of the following was furnished me by # 
Velma Clower Kline and Charles W.Clower. # 

In the summer of 1923 at the Clower reunion # 
held in the park at Taylorville,Ill. Mary E. # 
Clower,widow of Thomas F.Clower,read a vaper. # 
In that paper she stated that William Clower # 
and Rebecca Howell were married in New Jersey # 
and lived in Mercer County until the year 1838 # 
when they moved to Ohio. They moved in the fall # 
and settled on a farm near Dayton. Here they # 
lived until the spring of 1851 when they moved # 
to Ill.,settling near Jerseyville. In the # 
spring of 1854 they moved to Christian County, # 
Ill. and settled on the prairie some 12 or 13 # 
miles east of Virden. i 

Allen T,Clower in his data concerning the # 
Clower family gives Cross Keys,ten miles from # 
Trenton,N.J.,as they plave where they lived be=# 
fore moving west, 

When they settled in Christian County there if 
was aE AG: broken prairie.Two years later when if 
Thomas F.Clower and his bride settled near then? 
there were only about 5 or 6 houses vetween 
Virden and Taylorvilie,a distance of some 30 
miles. I have not been able to ascertain the 
place where they received mail at tnat time. 
However, since the first town lots were sold 
in Virden in 1852 and the Chicago and Alton 
Rail Road was being built that year it is most 
lixely that there was a Post Office in Virden 
by 1854. 

Government land could be bought for $1.25 
per acre. The soil was of a black sticky tex- 
ture that made travel in wet weather alnost im-# 
possible.In wet seasons,every low place hecame # 
a lake. The first visit I can remerber to that # 
neighborhood was when I was about 7 years of # 
age. The home of my Uncle (T.F.Clower) was on # 
an Island.With no artificial drainage the lower# 
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Family of William Clower. if 
z 
land around it had become a lake. My Uncle 
and his brother John had met us at Virden with 4 
four horses hitched to a spring wagon. Part of # 
the time we all rode.In the worst places a 
the two men and I walked. Grandfather Tompkins, # 
Grandmother,Mother and Sister were able to if 


ride all the way. The last half mile from the # 
little old Shiloh School House to the home was # 
through water in many places belly deep to the # 
horses. In that early time men traveling ina # 
regular farm wagon often found it necessary to # 
get out and scrape the mud from tne wheels. It # 
would wind up until it would strike the wacon # 


box and act as 12 brake, # 

Uncle had a fine grove of cottonwood trees # 
Planted for a wind break nortan of tne house. “} 
Waen it was first set out the wild deer used # 
to come ana eat off tne tovs of tne little ir 
trees, The first trees he set out were dug uo # 
at and carried in his overcvat pocket from the # 
Macoupin Creek. ff 


Charles W.Clower is authority for the state-# 
menttnat wnen his father settled in Christian . 
County it was a hunter's paradise, There were 4 
ducks, geese, crane,»vrairie chicken, quail, rabbits 
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and aeer in plenty. Wolves were not uncommon, # 
It was ten years vefore the first school nouse # 
was built. It was two miles to the west and # 


was built of logs that were hauled about ten # 
miles, Before the building of this school rouse# 
al] preaching services were held in the homes, # 
The local school house known as the Shiloh # 
school was built a few years later, # 
The first church built on the vrairie was # 
built about a mile north of Pawnee about 12 # 
miles distant. The loecnl church known as the # 
Shiloh Church was not built until 1874. # 
Of the four boys in Willian Clower's family # 
two were soldiers in the Civil War. They were # 
Thomas and John. The latter lost an eye in the # 
battle on Lookout Mountain, . if 
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Family of L. M.Clower. 


Lucian Charles Maratt Clower was born in 
Mercer County,N.J. about ten miles from Tren- 
ton. He moved with nis fatner, William Clower, 
first to Ohio, later to Illinois where they 
joined the colony of settlers from New Jersey 
near Jerseyville. He was born Dec,6,1830. He 
died on his farm near Shipman,I1l. sine 21,1902.; 

Ann Bedford Tompkins was born on Stony Hill, 
Somerset County,N.J. July 7,1835. She died in 
the home of her daughter, Mrs, Bva E.Hill,Morri- 
sonville,I11. Feb.6,1920, 

L.C.M.Clower and Ann B.Tompkins met in the 
neighborhood of Jerseyville,I11. I have not 
been able to ascertain the date of their marri- 
age. Bi ext were married in the home of the 
bride's parents near Piasa,I11. by Rev. French, 
They first lived on a farm near Pawnee, Sanga- 
mon Co.,ill. The land was cleared timber lana, 
The house vart of logs and part of lumber was 
situated about a half mile south of the ola # 
Horse Creek Church. He helped break the sod on # 
his father's farm in the Shiloh neighborhood # 
in Christian Co.,I11. Not succeeding near Paw- if 
nee he moved to Macoupin Co.where he purchased if 
a farm from a ‘Mr.Blodget cf Brighton. It was 
located near Shinman. Here he lived until his 
death. The farm of 80 acres was joined on the 
east and south with unbroken sod. Just to the 
north livea a family by the name of Andrews. 
Tne house was a one room log cabin. Here the 
family of five lived. Here another son,Jonn L., 
was born. 

Along the eastern line of the 80 was a nate 
ural pond.It was an ideal place to kill a mess # 
of wild ducks in season. The second boy,Will, # 
told me that one day se and his brother George # 
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playing near this pond found what they thougnt # 
was a little calf. They took it to the house. 


# 
it 
. It proved to be a fawn. One of the duties of 
i# 


te 


the boys was to go out on tne vnrairie and drive# 
the cows nome at night. Will said that they 
# broke a young stecr to ride and used him to 
# drive the other cattle. y a 
# covered if they mounted the steer with their 
it 
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backs toward its head it was easier to keep 
tneir sent while breaking it. 

# Soon after the birth of his son John,Lucian 
# Clower built a granery. In this the family liv-/ 
# ed while a five room frame house was being 

# built. In this new house three children were 
# born,Edward F.,Annie R.,and idna B. ee Ti 
## life he added to tnis house and it became a 

# two story nouse of eleven rooms with a cellar 
# under tne entire building. At tne time if his 
# Geath ze owned a farm of 260 acres of vrairie 
# land, 

# Children of Lucian and Ann Clower, 

# George Howel Clower born Sept. 26,1855. 

# died Jan.14,1939., 

# William Thomas Clower born Dec. 25,1857. 

# died June 7,1935. 

# Eva Elizabeth Clower born Aug. 31,1860. 

# died Dec.18,1938. 

i John Lucan Clower born April 3,1863, 


#7 Edward Francis Clower born Jan. 25,1866, 
# 
# Annie Rebecca Clower born Feb. 14,1871, 
if 
# 


Edna Belle Clower born June 14,1880, 
died July 19,1925, 
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George Nowel Clower and Fannie Isabelle 
Roady(born July 30,1858) were married near Fi- 
delity,1I11.Feb.10,1881 by the Rev.J.W.Philins. 
They lived on rented farmes for a time, tnen 
bought one near Kemper,I11. Later they sold it 
and bought one near Piasa,J11. Here they lived 
until age compelled him to quit farming. They 
had the following childrens 
Walter William Clower,born Aug.1,1882.He is an 

accountant. He married Sara Ann Whitlock 
(born Jan.14,1884)in Chicago,I11.June 
21,1906, They have the following child- 
ren. 
Margaret Esther,born April 11,1908. 
Catherine Louise,born May 27,1912 
died Aug.2,1932, 
Eugene Weston,born June 12,1918, 
Eunice Ann Clower,born Feb,10,1884, Sept.10, 
1909 she was married to Charles L.Hod- 
ges,a Canadian farmer,in Fort Pierre 
South Dakota by Justice McGuire. They 
nave no children. 
Rolla Nathaniel Clower,born Dec.5,1885.He is a 
Freigut House Foreman.He was married 
to Mary Hunt in Uvoer Alton,Iil.oy Rev. 
Gates. They have one cnild: 
Dorotay Viola,born Sept.3,1929. 
Henry Lucan Clower,born Nov.1,1887.He is a Sta-: 
tion Agent.He was married,June 6,1916 to? 
Jelma Jones,in Brighton,I11l.,bvy Rev. Car-7 
lton R.Wade. They had no children and # 
were divorced by the Macoupyin Co.Court # 
Feb.8,1922. His parents live with him # 
Della Rebecca Clower,born Aug.27,13839.She lives/# 
with and helvs care for her aged parents# 
Viola Isabelle Clower,born Mar.17,1891.She was 
married to Sherman R.Wilson,Mar.9,1912 
in Winchester,Ill.oy County Judge Funk. 
She died childless; Aug. 22,1928, 
Estelle Charlotte Clower,born Jan.19,1894.She 
was married to a farmer,Arthur Henry 
Gwillim(born Feb. 23,1894) Feb.5,1916 in 
Carlinville,Ill.,by Rev.A.H. Rhodes. 
Their children are; 
Bernice Irene,born Sept.11,1919 
Dale Clower,born Mar.3,1921 ° 
died Nov.2,1921. 
Donold Dee,born.Aug.7,1927. 
Opal Mae Clower,»vorn Jan.26,1900.She was marri- 
ed to a farmer,Earl Thomas Hunt(born 
June 12,1900) Aug.17,1922 in Medora,Ill 
by Rev.tim.Griitar.Tneir children are: 
Fannie Mae,bvorn tar. 19,1924, i# 
Rebeca Ann,born Mar.29,1937, 
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William Thomas Clower was born near Pawnee, Sa 
gamnon Co,,I11. Dec.25,1857. He died at # 
the home of his niece Opal Clower Hunt # 

' June 7,1935. His death was the result # 

of a stroke tnat came while he was 
working at his trade on the home of 
his niece. Raised on the farm he bought 
a Tarmmmear ‘nis futher. "On ‘thts. farm 
he lived until the death of his wife. 
He worked at the carnenters trade with 
his wife's fathner.He became one of the 
best workmen in his comunity. At the 
time of his deatn the farm had been 
gold and he was living witn his daugh- 
ter Gladys in Piasa,I1l. 

Ella Mary Deahl,daughter of Adam Deahl, was 
bormsulY 25,187 0-°at+shi pmanyil1leoshe 
died July 10,1930, 

Willian T.Clower and Ella M.Deahl were married 
Oct. 30,1889 in her father's home near 
Shipman by the Rev. Dr.Springer. They 
are buried in the cemetery at Shipman. 

Children of William and Ella Clower. 

Infant-.child born ‘and died Jan.23,1896. 

William Deanl Clower born Nov.10,1898. He 
waS married Nov.1,1916 to Nellie Dulles. 
She was born sSept.13,1898, He became 
dissipated and they separated. She re- 
married and lives near Godfrey,I11. He 
left Iilinois .and “early “in -1936-‘marri- 
ed 2a Hutchinson,Kansas girl whose 
Christian name is Mable. They have a 
son, Lloyd, born sometime iv T9357)" 1 
have no definite information as to 
their present location. 
Children of Wmn.D. and Nellie Clower, 
Dorothy Elizabeth born April 24,1918. 
Bettie Edith born Aug. 22,1920. 
John William born Feb.12,1923. 

Gladys Elizabeth Clower was born July 2, 
1904, Sne i3 a teacher by profession. 

Annella Virginia Clower was born April 6, 
1908, She was married June 19,1926 in 
the Methodiat Parsonage in East Alton, 
Llieby.,the Rev.G.Calvert. Her husband, 
Charles Leslie Allen,was born in Green 
Cosdl.l.June 26,1905. He is a carpenter 
and:.is now sorting 283 a foreman in 
Alton, Lila anlLneénr children«are: 
Virginia Mary “Allen,bdorn Sept.11,1927:; 
Charles William”“Allen, born” Oct.9,1929; 
Jean Elizabetn Allen,born Oct.12,1931. 
Betty Ann Allen,born Sept.3,1934. 
Jo Annitn Allen born Dec. 19,1936. 
Janes Manford Allen born July 22,1938. 
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Eva. Elizateth Clower was born near Pawnee, # 
Illinois Aug.31,1860. She died Dec.# 
18,1938.It was Sunday evening. She # 
started for church telling her bro-# 
ther John that she would be late # 
returning and not to remain up for # 
her as she was going with a friend # 
and would have company returning. # 
She was found dead the next morn- # 
ing at the foot of the steps lead- # 
ing to the door of the home of her # 
friend. Evidently when she arrived # 
her friend had already gone. The 
friend on returning entered the 
house by another door. Eva fell as 
she was leaving the house. Why she 
fell or how long she lsay on the 
ground before death is not known. 

Charles Allen Hill was born in Trenton,Nh.J. 
March 7,1844. He died in Morrison- 
ugg he Pha Blew So's pe oie BP 

Eva £.Clower and Charles A.Hill were marri- 
ed in the home of the bride's par- 
ents near Shivpman,I11.Apr.7,1889 # 
by the Rev.S.F. Rice. # 

They are buried in the ceme- # 
tery at Morrisonville,I11. There 
were no children by this marriage. 
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John Lucan Clower was born near Shipman, rons 
April 35,1863. 

Phebe Alice flucklebri dge was born Dec.29, 
1860 at Centerville,I11. She died 
Oct.25th,1901, 

John and Phebe were married in her father's 
home in Bunkerhill,I11. Feb.4,1890 
by Rev. Slater, Congregational Winis- 
ter from Woodburn,I1ll. 

There was a child born and died July 7,1895.4 

---CCOO-<= 

Mrs.Lucy “Wheeler widow of Robert Wheeler 

# was born in England March 16,1861. 

# She died June 21,1925, She became 

# 

# 
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# the second wife of John L.Clower 
# Dec.12,1904, They were married in 
Carlinville,I11. by Rev.John T. 
Clower. There were no children. 
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# Edward Francis Clower was born on the farm # 
# near Shipman, January 25,1866. # 
# Lillie Wilton was born in Somerset Shire, Eng- # 
# land,July 30,1865, # 
# They were married at Medora,I1l1.,April # 
# 23,1891 by the Rev.J.l.Wilder a Metho- t 
# dist Minister, 

# Edward, beginning life as a farm boy, was des- # 
# tined to lead a varied life. His early school- # 
# ing was secured in a one room country school. # 
# One of the kind that,the people of the Illinois# 
# of that day boasted, shag Pd ot impossible for any # 
# child in the state to be compelled to travel 

# more than two miles to attend school. When he 

# first left home it was to attend school at 

# Blackburn University. This school was located 

# in Carlinville,the County Seat.It had been es- 

# tablished in 1859 by the Rev.Gideon Blackburn 

# D.D. He was a Presbyterian Minister a native 

# of Virginia of Scotch-Irish descent. His dream 


~ 


# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
if 
# 
# 
# was to plant a Theological Seminary in Illi- # 
# nois.The school,now know as Blackburn College,# 
# is still in operation, # 
# Soon after leaving school he married and # 
# Dock,as he was known to his friends, became a # 
# merchant in Piasa. In a few years he left his # 
# native state and went into the mercantile busi-# 
# ness at Dysart,lIowa.From there he went to Big- # 
# elow,Minn. Here he edited a paper and later # 
# became Post Master. # 
# Being convinced he should enter the ministry# 
# he was ordained a Methodist Minister, He first # 
# joined the Nebraska State Conference. From that # 
‘ he transferred to the Wyoming State Mission. 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
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# 
Later he went to the Inter-mountain Conference. # 

As he grew old he was attacked by creeping # 
paralysis. He was cared for in the Deaconess # 
Hospital,Salem,Oregon. With him the line found- # 
ed by Joseph Tomkins and Martha Campbell com- # 
pleted its trek across the continent. The work # 
of its members has ever been to lay foundationa# 
on which others might build, They helped estab- # 
lish schools,select sites for cities,teach the # 
youth,spread the Gospel and,not to be forgot- # 
ten humble though it may be,break the sod of a # 
new country. f 
# 
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Rev, E.F.Clower, 


j ; 
# Children of Edward F. and Lillie Clower, # 
# Sidney George Clower born Junel0,1892 at # 
# Medora,Ill. Being closely associated # 
# with a news paper office as a child # 
# he naturally became a printer. When # 
# twenty-one years of age he became # 
# the owner of the Crapenter News, # 
# Carpenter, Byoming, This paper he op- # 
# erated until July 1916 when he became# 
# printer on the laramie Republican, # 
# Laramie,Wyo. He remained there until # 
# May 4,1917. On that date he enlisted # 
# in the United States Army at Fort # 
# Logan,Colo. He was transferred to # 
# 4th Co. Coast Artillery Corps C.D. # 
# Oahee Fort Ruger,Honolulu,I.H. He # 
# served until Feb,6,1919 when he ree # 
# ceived an honorable discharge at # 
# Honolulu. # 
# Returning from the Army he re- # 
# sumed his work with the Laramie Re= # 
# publican where he remained until # 
# Sept.13,1919. The following is a list # 
# of the places employed since that # 
# - date, Sept.15,1919 to Feb. 1920 # 
# Sheridan Enterprise, Sheridan, Wyo, # 
# March 1920 to Nov.24,1924 he farmed # 
# near Gooding,Idaho. Nov.24,1924 to # 
# May 1927 with Leader Herald,Nanopa, # 
# Idaho. May to Aug.1927 with Capitol # 
# News,Boise,Idaho. Aug.to Dec.1927 # 
# with Great Falls Tribune,Great Falls,# 
# Montana. Jan.1,1928 he again quit his # 
# trade and resumed farming,this time # 
# near Wendell, Idaho. i## 
# Valma Ilene Neilson was born June 20,1901 # 
# at Elsinore,Utah.She became the wife # 
# of Sidney G.Clower Dec.20,1920, The # 
# ceremony was performed by his father # 
# the Rev, E.F.Clower. They were married # 
at Shoshone,Idaho.They have a daugh- f 
ter, . 

# Mildred Mae Clower born Jan.1,1922. # 
t Elane Mattie Clower 2nd child of Rev. E.F. # 
and Mrs, Lillie Clower was born Nov... # 

# 29,1904, She is a teacher by profes- # 
# sion and is employed in the State of # 
# Oregon. # 
i# 
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Annie Rebecca Clower was born Feb.14,1871. She 


Children of Annie R.Cleower and J.F.Keas. 


Annie eee Clower. 


was married Oct.4,1893 in her father's 
home by the Rey. Grant Smerl.Her husband 
was John Franklin Keas. He was a farmer. 
To his friends he was know as Frank. He 
was born March 17,1867. He died Dec.3, 
1924, For some years they lived near 
Piasa,I1l. In that neighborhood all their 
children were born except Eugene F. 
Before his birth the varents had moved 

to Kansas and bought a farm near Chanute. 
Later the farm was sold and a home bought 
in Chanute. There the father died. 
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Charles Lucian Keas born Aur.13,1894. He 
was married June 7,1916 in.Iola, 
Kans.by 2 Baptist Minister to Alta 
Elizabeth Cooper who was born Feb. 
24,1894 at Chanute, Kans. 
Children of Charles L. and Alta E.Keas, 
Kenneth Charles Xxeas born Feb.25, 
1917. 

Virginia Alta Keas born Sept.19, 
1920, 

Mildren Frances Keas born Oct.5, 
192, 

Phebe Blanche Keas born Jan.17,1896. She 
was married June 7,1917 near Cha- 
nute,Kans.by the Rev.W.W.Searcy to 
Bert Lee Donaldson.He was born May 
27,1895. His occupation is farming. 

Children of Phebe B. and B.L.Denaldson. 
Rebecca Ellen Donaldson born April 

7,1918.She was married June 
7,1938 in Effingham,Kans. 
by the Rev.L.E.Griffiths. 
Her husband was Ray Robert 
Shannon. He was born Feb.9, 
1917 at Mound City,Kans. 
Max Lee Donaldson born March 22,1921# 
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George Rovert Keas.r,3s0n of Annie 2 and 


John 


Children of John C. and Leona O.Xeas, 


Clara Alice Keas born April 15,1903. She 


Child of Clara A.Keas and Lewis R.Kepley. 


Infant child of Annie R. and J.F.Keas. 


Wesley Albert Keas born Dec.14,1908. He 


Eugene Franklin Keas born Oct. 24,1914. 


Annie Rebecca Clower. 


J.¥.Keas, was born April 6,1897; 
died June 19,1397. 

Clower Keas born Mar, 20,1901.He was 
married July 16,1927. “is wife was 
Leona Odessa Supernaugh born June 7, 
1900 at Bucyrus,Kans, They were mars; 
ried at Halstead,Kans.by the “ev. W. 
W.Qwen. John C.,is a farmer. He is 
located on a farm near Effinghan, 
Kans.Where he is giving especial 
attention to developing a herd of 
purebred Ayrshire Cattle, 
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Roberta Jean Keas born Oct.31,1928,. 
Doris Blaine Keas born May 23,1931. ; 


SH 


was married July 31,1920 in Iola, 
Kans.by County Judge Smith. Her hus-; 
band was Lewis Richard 4epley who 
was born July 21,1901. He was an 
Electrician and was electrocuted 
while on duty Aug.13,1921. 
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Glen Albert Kepley born July 14,1921% 
---0000-~= 

Clara Alice Keas Kepley was married 

a second time. Her second husband 

was Francis Nourse. They were marri- 

ed at Paola,Kans. June 2,1932 by 

the Rev. W.L.Wlaum a Baptist Minis- 

ter. 


i 


born Mar.21,1905;died Mar, 23,1905. 
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was married Seot.3,1928 in Winfield, 
Kans.by C.W.Swengel. His wife was 
Lois Black born in Butler County, 
Pennsylvania Feb. 2,1904, 
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Edna Belle Clower was born on the farm near 


Shipman June 14,1880, She died in her farm 
home near where she was born July 19,1925. 


Gilbert Gardiner Green was born Oct.20, 1877, 


He was a farmer, 


Edna B.Clower and Gilbert G.Green were married 


in her father's home Dec. 26,1900 by the Rev. 
William Gaither, 


Children of Edna B. and Gilbert G.Green. 


Edith Ann Green born June 11,1903. She was 
married June 21,1930 in Springfield, 
Ill.by the Rev.Harmon Wheeler.Her hus- 
band was Norman Joshua Jasper, Rural 
Mail Carrier at Shipman,I11. He was 
born at Manchester,I11. Nov.12,1897, 

Children of Edith A. and Norman J.Jasper. 

Gordon Charles Jasper born Mar.19,1932, 
Norman Joshua Jasper Jr.born July 30,1933, 
Lorraine Cannelia Jasper born Dec.15,1937. 

Gilbert Earl Green born April 29,1905, 

died Dec.11,1909, 
Infant,born Nov.7,1913. Died Nov.10,1913, 
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lst Generation wife 
Joseph Tomkins. Martha Campbell. 


2nd Generation wife 
Nathaniel Tomkins. Nancy Bedford, 


3rd Generation wife 
William Allen Tompkins. Rebecca Vaughn. 


4th Generation husband 
Ann Bedford Tompkins 


Lucian Charles Maratt Clower. 


Sth Generation wife 
George Howel Clower Fannie Isabelle Roady 


6th Generation wife 
Walter William Clower Sara Ann Whitlock. 


7th Generation husband 
Catherine Louise Clower, Clarence Olson Smith. 
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Clarence 0.Smith was born Mar.25,1904. He # 

and Catherine L.Clower were married in # 

East Alton,I1l.July 21,1928 by the Rev.# 

H.S.Sparks, # 
Their Children of the 8th Generation. # 
Ruth Shirley Smith born Aug. 26,1929. # 
Clarence Eugene Smith born May 19,1931. # 
Tie Children live in Springfield,Ill. # 
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Fanily of Thos. F.Clower. 


2 
if 
Thomas Frazier Clower,son of William and i# 
brother of Lucian,was born in New Jersey Jin. 17i 
1833, He died Jan.6,1901,sitting in a BORE LTE if 
chair in the home He had built on the farm one # 
half rile north of the Shiloh School ee The i 
original 80 had become a farm of 260 acres. oa 
Mary lBlizateth Tompkins born on Stony Hill j 
near Plainfield,N.J.Feb.25,1837, died in the # 
home of her son Charles W.Clower in Morrison- # 
ville,I11.Fcb.13,1934, She was active to the # 
last. Two days before her death she started 2 # 
letter to my sister and I, She was too sick to # 
finish it. Her son Charles completed the task, if 
They vere married Jan.24,1856 in the hone # 
of her father near Piasa,. The following June i 
they settled on the farm he had purchased from # 
the Government.Here they lived until his death, 
excent during the time he was in the army. He # 
became n great hunter. During the winter ser. # 
son John V.Tompkins and he would kill game and # 
ship it east. As a boy I have snent many happy # 
evenings listening to his stories of the early # 
days. The days of sport were broken up by the # 
war. John enlisted 2t the beginning, Later # 
Thomas was Grafted. His father-in-law offerea # 
to hire a substitute for him.He refused to ac- # 
cent savying,"I would not enlist and leave my § # 
wife and children but I shall not ask another #7 
man to take my risk", He served until the 
close of the war in Co.H,30 Ill.Reg.,3rd Div. # 
of the 17th Army Corns. He was in the Grana 
Review in Washington. His Regiment was one of 
tnose selected to be sent to Mexico had not 
France withdravn her forces. 
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Children of Fhomas F. and Mary E.Clower. 
Rebecca Ann Clower born April 14,1857. 
died May 18,1857, 
Mary Matilda Clower torn Jan, LOe1BS9, 
died Oct,26, 1891. 
John Thomas Clower born Feb. 19,1861. 
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Joseph Henry’ Clower born April . 13,1863, 
died May 5, 1934, 
Leak Howel Clower born, Jan,12,1867, 


Cornelia Clower torn Jan.1,1869,died Jan.7,1869; 
Charles Wilson Clower torn Feb. 4, 1871. 


Allen Tompkins Clower born Aug.17,1874. 
died June 30,1935, 
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Mary Matilda Clower was born in the old home 


Children of Mary M. and Solomon B.Sink. 
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Mary Matilda Clower. 


just north of the Shilon School House Jan. 
10,1859. Almost two years before a little 
sister had been born to live but a month. 
Tillie,as she was known,spent all her life, 
except the time her father was in the army, 
in the neighborhood where she was born. Dur- 
ing that time she,her mother and two broth- 
ers,John and Joseph, lived with her grand- 
father, Wm.A.Tompkins,near Piasa. Oct. 26, 
1882 she was married to Solomon Bigley Sink, 
a farmer and native of Pennsylvania. They 
were married in her father's home. Their 
children were all born in Illinois near 
where she was raised, She died Oct.26,1891. 


Lean Elizabeth Sink born Nov.2,1884. She 
was married to Levi Elmer LaFrance,a farmer, 
who was born April 30,1882 at Transue, Pa. 
They were married at Silvara,Pa. Nov.27, 
1902 by the Rev.J.H.Davis,. 


Children of Leah E. and Levi E. LaFrance, 

Genaveve Ruth LaFrance born March 7, 
1904 at Skinner's Eddy,Pa. She 
was married Oct.15,1921: at Mout- 
rose,Pa, to Raymond Ace by the 
Rey. Louis VanHousen, 

Raymond Ace was born Jan.18,1900 at 
Lehigh, Pa. . 

Children of Genaveve R. and Raymond 
Ace. 
Donald Levi Ace born Mar.12,1923 
at West Auburn, Pa. 
Francis Cnarles Ace born April 26, 
1926 at Clapper Hill, Pa. 
Howard Lester Ace born Mar.9,1928 
at Clapper Hill, Pa. 
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Mary Matilda Clower. f 
Mary Pauline LaFrance born Nov.20,1908 # 
at Skinner's Eddy,Pa. She was mar-# 
ried Oct.3,1928 at Fairdale,Pa. # 
to Kenneth Lloyd Tewkebury by the # 
Rev. David Wolfe. # 
Kenneth Lloyd Tewkebury was born July # 
10,1905 at Retta, Pa. # 
Children of Mary P. and Kenneth L. # 
Tewkebury. # 
Joan Elizabeth Tewkebury born f 
Sept.10,1934, 
Clyde Sink LaFrance born Aug.29,1912 # 
at Retta, Pa. # 
Vergie Etta LaFrance torn Oct.10,1915 # 
at Silvara, Pa. # 
Alice Clower LaFrance born Jan.29,1924 # 
at West Auburn, Pa, if 
William Lee Sink,2nd child of Mary M. and # 
Solomon B. Sink,was born Aug.17,1886. He is # 
a farmer. June 10,1908 he was married to # 
Caroline Agnes France who was born Aug.10, # 
1888 near Philadelphia,Pa. The ceremony was # 
performed by the Rev.Johnson at West Naty. 
Pa. 
Children of William L. and Caroline A.Sink. # 
Herbert Everett Sink born Feb.6,1910. # 
died Mar. 24,1919. 
Leola Agnes Sink born Nov.14,1911. # 
Sept.28,1935 she was married to # 
James Stevenson of Camden,N.J. # 
A daughter,Barbara Lee Stevenson, # 
was born to them Dec.3,1936 in 
Philadelphia, Pa. # 
Alva Lyle Sink born Aug.16,1918, # 
Harvey E.Sink born July 31,1920. i# 
Berneta Anna Sink born July 3,1923. # 
Dana Thomas Sink,3rd child of Mary M. and 
Solomon B.Sink,was born April 15,1889.He is # 
a farmer. Jan.22,1911 he was married to # 
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Mary Matilda Clower,. 


Fannie Cook who was born at Potterville, Pa. 
Jan. 22,1893, 
Children of Dana T. and Fannie Sink, 
Leora Elizabeth Sink born Nov.15,1912. 
She was married Dec.1,1932 to 
Stanley Platt at Scranton, Pa. 
Children of Leora E, and Stanley 
Platt. 
Shirley Mae Platt born June 9, 
1935 at Rome,Pa. 
Lester James Platt born Jan.7, 
1938 at Owega,N.Y. 
Elgin Clower Sink born Feb.24,1914, 
Paul Cook Sink born Aug.10,1915. 
Dana Thomas Sink Jr. born Mar.8,1917, 
Gladys Mavis Sink born Mar.11,1918. 
Donald Bryce Sink born Feb.26,1927. 


---co0000--- 


Solomon Bigley Sink was born Dec.15,1857 at 
Salem,Pa. He died July 27,1930 at West Au- 
burn, Pa. He took a second wife,Sarah Etta 
Westbrook who was born Jan.15,1873. They 
were married April 13,1892 at Taylorville, 
Ill. Soon after his second marriage he re- 
turned to Pennsylvania taking with him the 
three children of his first wife. 

Children of Solomon Be and Sarah E. Sink, 
Clara Sink born July 19,1893, 

Grace Sink born May 17,1896, 

Florence Sink born Jan.3,1898. 

Eleanor Sink born Mar.17,1915. 

Solomon B.Sink spent the remainder of his 
life in Pennsylvania. The children by his 
second wife were all born in that State, I 
am told that since his death some of them 
have moved into the State of New York, 
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Rev. John Thomas Clower, 


John Thomas Clower was born Feb.19,1861 on the 
farm in the Shiloh neighborhood, His early 
education was secured in a typical one room 
country school. His life was that of a pio- 
neer boy. When he became twenty-one he work- 
ed as a farm hand. A good part of this work 
was done for his cousin George H.Clower in 
the Piasa neighborhood. 

Deciding to become a minister he entere- 
ed The Illinois Wesleyan University at 
Bloomington,I11. From this school he grad- 
uated. He was ordained a “ethodist Minister 
at Beardstown,I11.,0ct.6,1901 by Bishop 
Henry White Warren, He joined the Illinois 
Conference. From that he transferred to a 
Missouri Conferenee. While in Missouri he 
preached at Flat River. 

Mrs,Minnie Arnoldi Alexander and Rev.Jchn T. 
Clower were married at Flat River,Me. Sept. 
27,1904 by the Rev. William R.McCormic. Her 
maiden name was Minnie Arnoldi. She was 
born Oct.2,)868, She had two children by 
her first husband, 

James Fred Alexander born Jan.28,1893, 
He is an expert gun-smith., During the World 
War the Government assigned him to the arse- 
nal at Rock Island,I1ll. for the purpose of 
repairing and keeping in condition small 
arms. March 23,1925 he married Helen G, 
Deihl,a niece of Rev.John T.Clower. He has 
since worked in the Western Cartridge Com- 
pany at East Alton,I1l. 

Mable Susan Alexander born Dec. 51,1890.7 
She and Herbert L.Clower,a nephew of Rex, 
John T.Clower,were married Dec,25,1911. 

They live in Morrisonville, Ill. 

Returning to Illinois from Missouri Rev.John T. 
Clower bought a fruit farm near Carlinviile, 
Ill. Here he lived a short time, Selling 
this place he bought another near Godfrey, 
Ill. For a time he left the farm and enter- 
ed the Southern Illinois Conference but 

soon returned, While living on the farm he 
has ever been ready to serve as a local 
Preacher. 

Rev.John T. and Mrs.Minnie A, Clower have one 
son,Rubert Arnoldi Clower, born Nov.24,1908. # 
He was born on the farm near Carlinville. # 
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Joseph Henry Clower born April 13,1863, He 


# 
died May 5,1934. His entire life was e 
spent in Christian Co.,I1l. except the # 
time he was required to live on a Sade # 
in Gove Co.,Kans. to secure a title. He # 
spent his active life as a farmer hd # 
in late middle life he bought a home in # 
Taylorville. In this home he and his # 
wife died, ff 
Florence Deal was born in the Shiloh # 
neighborhood on a farm adjoining the # 
one on which her future husband was # 
born. She was born Dee.17,1868. She # 
died Nov. 22,1930. # 
H.Clower and Minnie F.Deal early formed # 
an attaehment for each other.Her father # 
objected to the match. They eloped and # 
were married in Taylorville Sept.23, # 
1889 by the Rev.Henry Wilson. They are # 
buried in the cemetery at Se eres 
# 
it 
# 
a 
3 
# 
# 
# 
a 
# 
# 
i 
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Children of Joseph and Minnie Clowee. 


Herbert Lester Clower born June 27,1890. 
Mable Susan Alexander born Dee,31l, 1890, 
Herbert L.Clower and Mable S.Alexan- 
der were married Dec.25,1911 by Rev, 
Jonn T.Clower in his home near God- 
frey,I11. Their children are:- 
Arthur Edmund born Dee.15,1912, 
Paul Wesley born Oct.14,1914, 
Joseph Franklin born Oct. 8,1916. 
Ruth Irene born Nov, 26, 1921. 
Gied Aug. 5,1930. 
Margaret Louise born Aug.1,1924. 
died Dee, 1927 


i 


Annabel Bernice born Jan.4,1929. 
Aliee Audra born Sept.26,1930, 
Robert Eugene born Jan. 20,1932. 
Marianna born Jan.20,1934, 


The above Arthur E,Clower and 
Delta May Peat who was born May 9, 
1915 were married in Carlinville, 
Ill. Jan.7,1936. They have two 


# 
# 
# 
it 
Great Grand Children of Josepn and Minnice, 
# 
i# 
# 


boyse i 
James Fredrick born Sept. 24,1936. # 
Richard Wayne born Feb. 26,1938, # 

Georgia Clower born July 17,1894. # 

died Oct. 27,1894, # 

Margaret Elizabeth Clower born May 4, yi 
1896, 

Ira Lloyd Vancil born April 8,1886, They #. 
eloped and were married in Hills- # 
boro,Mo. Nov.24,1924, i! 
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# Leah Howel Clower was born Jan.12,1867 on a farm 
midway between Virden and Taylorville,I1l. Be- 
fore her marriage she Was a teacher, 

George Lescher Deihl son of Samuel and Henrietta 
Deihl was born Oct. 9,1852 in Stroudsburg, Monroe/* 
County, Pennsylvania. He was a mason by trade 
and was considered one of the best.d,4/30/1939, i# 

Leah H.Clower and George L.Deihl were married in the# 
home of her father Dec.11,1889 by the Rev.B.D. # 
Wiley. For some years they lived on a farm near 
her parents but later moved to Morrisonville, 
Ill. where he worked at his trade. 

Children of Leah H. ard George L.Deihl were:- 

Harry Samuel Deinl torn Mareh 6,7891. He is a 
farmer. April 1,1916 ne was married near 
Nokomis,I11. by the Rev.H.W.Brandt to 
Miss Anna Helena Bauer,vho was born Aug. 
19,1896. The children of Harry and Anna 
were;- Emma Leah born May 9,1917, 

Ruth Grace born Sept. 2,1918. 

Ray Otis born Sept.10,1920, 

Roy Lescher born July,27,1922, 
Ralph Willis born Aug.15,1924 

Mattie Elizabeth Deihl 2nd child of Neck Hand 
George L, was born July 2£6,1893.She anda 
Ctto Willis Fnsley,who was born Mar.20, Ff 
1888,a baker by trade,were married Oct.2,# 
1919 in Taylorville, Tae hy the Rev. F.G. # 
Flagg. Tmere were no children. d 

Helen Genevieve Deihl 3rd child of I.eah H.and # 
George L. was born Jan.9,1897. She and 
J.Fred Alexander who was born Jan.28,18¢3 
were married in St.Louis,Mo.March 23, 
1925 by the Rev. C. Wf, Tadlock, 

Ray Thomas Deihl 4th child of Leah H.and Geo- 
rge L.ewas born Sept.26,1899. By trade he 
is an Auto Mechanic. He and Mrs.Bernice 
‘Genevieve Yocum,a widow, whose maiden 
name was Watson,anc who was born Nov.6, 
1900,were married Feb.7,1929 in Toledo, 
Ohio, by C.L.Kikost,Justice of the Peace, 

Rolla Lescher Deihl 5th chilc of Leah H.and 
George L.was born March 13,]902 died Mar. 
8,1922.At the time of his death he was a 
student in the University of Illinois. 
His death was the result of a cold con- 
tracted while acting as a Guard of Honor 
to Gen.John L.Pershing who was on a vis- 
it to the University. 

Rosalie Muriel Deihl 6th child of Leah H.and 
George L.wags born Feb.11,1904,She and 
Wallace Dewey MeLaughlin,a skilled cabi- 
net maker,whno was born Nov.12,18S91,were 
merried in Decatur,1I11.0ct.6 1927 by the 
Rev. G.A. Parperman,. 
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Charles Wilson Clower born Feb.4,1871. Before # 
marriage he taught school. After he # 

Was married he farmed near his father # 

for a few years but in early life he # 

moved to Morrisonville,Ill. where he # 

worked at the carpenter trade. # 

Annie Elizabeth Daum was born Oct.7,1869. She # 
and Charles W.Clower were married Feb. # 

7,1894, at Carrolton,I1l. by the Rev. # 

Frank C.Bruner. There were no children # 

by this marriage. # 

i# 

# 
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Allen Tompkins Clower born Aug.17,1874.He died # 
June 30,1935, He began life as a farm- 7 
and moved to Morrisonville,I11. where 
he worked at the carpenter trade. 

Ada Delplene Curvey born Sept.3,1876. She be- # 
came the wife of Allen T.Clower Feb, 20,; 

1901. They were married in the Metho- # 

dist Parsonage at Taylorville,Ill. by # 

the Rev. F.A.Perker. # 
# 
# 


# 
# 
er but early in life rented his farm fi 
# 


~ 


Children of Allen T. and Ada D.Clower, # 
Glen Orren Clower born April 24,1902. 


a 


if 

died Mar,10,1903, 

Velma Jessie Clower born Dec.6,1903, # 
Ray Charles Bullard was born Nov. # 
30,1903, He was a barber. Velma J. # 
Clower and Ray C.Bullard were mar-# 

ried in Chicago,I11. by the Rev. # 

Ray Wilson, They had one child. i 


~~ 


Bis 
Norma Lucile Bullard born Feb.3, # 
1925. She died March 28,1938, # 

# 


Velma J. was divorced from Ray C. 
Bullard soon after the birth of 
their child.She has since remare- 
ried. Yer second husband was Ross # 
Mayo Kline,a salesman.He was born # 
May 25,1890, They were married in # 
Edwardsville,I11. Jan.6,1936 by i 
# 
# 
# 


if 
Owing to the reckless life he led q 
# 


/ 


the Rev.C.LeAttig. They establish- 
ed a home in Jacksonville,Il1l. 
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Eight Generations from Joseph Tomkins. # 
lst Generation wife. 
Joseph Tomkins Martha Campbell. 
2 


nd Generation, wife 
Nathaniel Tomkins Nancy Bedford 


3rd Generation wife. 
William Allen Tompkins. Rebecca Vaughn. 


4th Generation. husband 

Mary Elizabeth Tompkins. Thomas Frazier Clower. 
5th Generation husband 

Mary Matilda Clower Solomon Bigley Sink. 
6th Generation. husband 

Leah Elizabeth Sink, Levi Elmer LaFrance. 
7th Generation husband 

Genaveve Ruth LaFrance Raymond Ace 


Their Children of the 8th Generation. 
Donald Levi Ace. 
Francis Charles Ace. 
Howard Lester Ace, 
7th Generation. husband 
Mary Pauline LaFrance. Kenneth Lloyd Tewkebury. 
Their Children of the 8th Generation. 
Joan Elizabeth Tewkebury. 
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6th Generation wife. 

William Lee Sink. Caroline Agnes France t 

7th Generation. husband # 

Leola Agnes Sink. James Stevenson # 
Their Children of the 8th Generation. if 

Barbara Lee Stevenson. # 
6th Generation. wife. # 
Dana Thomas Sink. Fannie Cook. yf 
7th. Generation husband. # 
Leora Elizabeth Sink. Stanley Platt # 

Their Children of the 8th Generation. t 

Shirley Mae Platt. 

Lester James Platt. # 
5th Generation. wife. # 
Joseph Henry Clower. Minnie Florence Deal. " 
6th Generation. wife. # 
Herbert Lester Clower Mable Susan Alexander, t 
%th Generation wife # 
Arthur Edmund Clower Delta May Peat. # 

Their Children of the 8th Generation. # 

James Fredrick Clower. # 

Richard Wayne Clower. # 
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The Tompkins and Witton Namilies Meet. 


“Hts 


~ 


The first home of Ym.A.Tompkins in Illinois 
was on a farm owned by Judge Joseph Scott of 
Jerseyville. It was located severil miles 
south-east of Jerseyville near what was called 
Stanley's Mound, Here he lived until he moved 
to the farm he bought near Piasa in Macoupin 
Co. While living on the Scott farm two sons 
were added to the family. The first was named 
Joseph Sentt Tompkins after the owner of the 
farm,vho was not only a landlord but an old 
friend, 

When Billie A.,as Mr, Tompkins was called by 
his friends,moved to Macounin Co.it was fairly 
well settled. It was,however,a new country 
with mucn wild game,as a single story will 
show. There were few fences for about the only 
material with which fences could be built was 
rails. Grain fields lay open. The Torpkins 
family had 2 dog trained to drive stray cattle 
from their fieldas. When anyone took tne dog by 
the ears 3ind,holding him up,showed him 2 bunch 
of cattle he would go and drive tnem away. One 
day 2 herd of deer got into a field of young 
corn. The dog was started after them At sight 
of the dog the frightened deer,after the man- 
ner of tneir kind, raised their white tails and 
ran. The Gaog ecually frightened, dronned his 
tail and ran for the house, There was much une 
broken orairie.,. Such game as prairie-chicken, 
wild-vigeon, guail and rabbits together with 
geese,ducks and plover in season was plenty. # 

The pioneer villace of Piasa was well estab-# 
lished. It's first house had been huilt in the # 
spring of 1836 by George Parker 2 leader in the# 
zroup from Kentucky.He was a Baptist und about # 
him gathered a few of ‘that denominxtion to form# 
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# 2 church, His house was 2 log cnbtin. It still # 
# stands (Jan.1,1939) but is now covered with 

# weatner-vorirds and additions ‘inve been added. # 
# It is loented on the east side of the road # 
# leading south out of the village,near the top # 
# of the hill and is at present owned by John a 
# Beeby. The first store had been opened in 1849 # 
+ by \im.Baily. The same year a school-house had jf 
#* been erected, The year 1850 saw the estrblish- # 
# ment of a Post Office with Charles Tally as # 
# Postmaster,2130 2 blacksmith shop run by H.G. # 
# Tally. Among the early settlers of the neign- # 
j borhood were the Purkers,the Clars and Strat- # 
# tons from Kentucky;the Dennys,the Forwarus ana yi 
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The Torpkins and oer Families Meet. i 
Tallys from Delaware; the Beebys,the Trivbles ft 
and Wilsons from England. There were others but it 
those named will suffice to show the material 
that was being poured into the melting pot of j 
the then Far West to build ea new type of cit- # 
izen, if 

Billie 4.,in his new home, found among his FF 
age neighbors an English family, living three # 
arters of a mile to the south,by the nare of # 
Beebe A half mile further south was another it 


English family,the Wilsons, . 

Thomas Henry Wilson,Sr.,the head of that # 
family and Blizabeth Bownan were marriec in if 
England and immediately started to America.The # 
trip from Liverpool to New Orleans was made in # 
a sailing vessel, Six weeks were required for # 
the trip. From New Orleans they went directly # 
to St.Louis and made their home at what is now # 
Sixth and Market Streets, On their arrival in # 
St.Lovis they had fifty cents in money. A wood-# 
en chest held all the rest of their property. # 
The chest measures two anu one half feet by 14 # 
inches by 14 inches,It is now in my possession. i 
Also in my possession is the old Episcopalian # 
Prayer Book they brought to their new nome. At # 
the time they settled in St.Loius all west of # 
their tome vas either field or forest. # 

Thos. Wwilson,Sr. and a friend engaged in the # 
business of buying chickens,eses,butter and # 
other frontier commodities and taking then to # 
the New Orleans market. The first child Thos. # 
Henry Wilson,dJr,. was born Feb.9,1832. Their # 
home was LowAtea near the old Catholic Cathe- # 
dral. In a short time trouble develoned be- # 
tween the Wilsons and their Catholic neighbors # 
which resulted in the former moving to North # 
Alton,Illinois. Here two sons were born. The # 
first died an infant. The second was Charles # 
Bowman Wilson. # 


The year that George Parker built the first # 
cabin in Piasa saw the Wilsons settie on the 
homestead west of the village where descendants# 
are still living.There was at that time a sete 
tlement at Rhoades’ Point (now Medora) and an- 
other at Brighton. There was a Post Office at 
Brighton, The country was largely prairie.The 
cabin of the Wilsons was built:near where the 
present house stands.A draw now developed into 
quite a creek, ran through the 160 acre home- 
stead from the north and Joined the Piasa 
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# Wan # 
it The Tompkins and Wilson Families Meet. yf 
Ir 
# Creek. The statements that follow were largely # 
# given me by my father, Thomas Henry Wilson,Jr. 
# The Piasa Creek was then not more than 18 if 
+ feet wide. "y father as a young man has often # 
# run and jumped it. In the creek, just below if 
## where the above mentioned draw entered it,was # 
a deep hole where Tom and Charlie learned to if 


# Swim and where they fished.An old Indian trail if 
# crossed the Piasa Creek nenr this fishing hole.# 
# The trail led from Alton via Godfrey and enter- 

# ed the Piasa neighborhood at Hickory Grove. if 
# This was a natural grove of hickory trees and # 
# was later the location of a Negro Churcn.A few # 
# hundred yards west of tne grove was,and still # 
# is,a fine spring of water, After crossing the # 
# Piasa Creek the trail led over tne slope on iF 


## the west side of the draw on the Wilson farm # 
# and followed the course of what is now State # 
# Highway 111 to Rhoades! Point. It was at if 
# Rhoades! Point (“edorn) that a narty of white * 
# men (in tne year 1809) led by Major Solozon if 
# Pruitt,following a band of nostile Indians, if 
# gave up the pursuit of the Indians.This expe- # 
# dition was the result of the Indians having i 
# killed a wnite man near Alton, # 
# The life of the Wilson boys was that of all # 
# pioneer boys. They learned to use the axe,drive # 
#* oxen and work the farm. In their spare time 4 
# they fished,caught wild game and in season if 
# gathered wild plumns,wild grapes,hazel-nuts,hic-# 
# kory-nuts,walnuts and ate their fill of black- # 
# haws and persimmons. As they would be passing # 
# a flock of orairie-chickens with a tenm of oxen 


if it was one of their accomplishments to pop off # 
# the head of a chicken with their ox-whin. i# 
# One day they were left at nome by their par-# 
# ents who had gone to tovm. Some strange men i# 
# came and carefully searched the sin.e across  # 
# the draw to the west of the house. The small # 
# boys were frightened and hid, It was afterward # 
# reported that the men had been sent to locate # 
# the grave of an Officer of the Revolutionary if 


war 


War, The name as I remember it was Capt.ielch #. 


4 


# or Walsh.Had the boys not been frightened they # 
# could have pointed out tue grave as they had # 
# often played about it.The men had searched the # 
# wrong draw. The grave is on the west slove of # 
# the next draw to the west.It is still unmarked, # 
# A cousin, Arthur %.%ilson,tells me it can yet x 
# be located by the color of the soil when the # 
ce field is plowed, A 
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The Tompkins and Wilson Families Meet. éf 
One day the boys were sent to the field to 
plow, They were tarefooted, A rattlesnake bit 4 
Charlie on the foot. Tom avplied the only iF 
first aid he knew. He got down and sucked the # 
wound, There were no ill effects. if 
When the bows were 01d enough to go to # 
school the nearest sennol was at Rhoades! if 
Point, There was no road through the tall a 
prairie grass. Prairie grass often grew taller # 
than aoman's head on horseback. The distance # 
was nearly five miles. Tnat the boys might not 7 
get lost the father plowed a furrow for therm if 
to follow, That was the first oe gone on if 
Highway i111, it 
When the boys were nearly grown,P.T.Barnun's; 
Circus came to Jerseyville. The Wilson boys +t 
went. In Jerseyville they met their cousins 4 
the Mundell boys from Delhi. Mrs.!’undell and # 
Nrs, Wilson were sisters. Wnile they were wait- #4. 


ing for the circus to open they were passed by # 
amiddile aged man ana a little girl, They 
greeted the Mundell bovs who lived near tnem 
and noticed there were two stranve tors with 
them,one a young man wearing a pink shirt. On 
arriving at tne snow ground the man hought tne 
Sirl a ticket and sent her into tie show, She 
becnrme frigntenec ana began to cry. A friend 
came to cheer ner, Among the sights she wes + 
see were Tom Thumb and a man without arms. Tn 
latter could write,cut with scissors,use a 
knife and fork,infact,do almost anything with 
his toes others did with their hands, The lit- # 
tle girl did not know it until long after but # 
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she saw that day for tue Jirst time her iuture 7 
husband and my father. It was the voung man 
with the nink shirt. if 

The year tnat Billie A. moved to Macoupin # 


(1854) young Tom Wilson with one of the ‘unde’ 1g 
boys and tvo of tne Stratton boys went to Cal- # 
ifornia, They went via New Orle uns and Nicara- 4 
gua. The trip from New Orleans took exactly rd 
one. month. T 

The new hone of Billie A. was on the old # 
Indian trail. It was by this time a well trav- # 
eled rond.Over it the settlers, who lived to the# 
north,drove their hogs ind tnok their other # 
produce to Alton to be auaaeanda and: shipped, # 
Tne Tompkins home was one of the favorite j 
stoooing Dlaces.It was situated on the prairie # 
a mile from timber where wild animals might # 
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Tne Tompkins and Wilson Families Meet 
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aurbor, There .ere lots in which to confine i 
stock and feed could be secured for the ani- # 
mals, The house was large for thet period # 
which gave ample sleeping room. Mrs. Tompkins # 
liked to cocx for stranges and she coulda thus if 
earn some ready casn,a thing not nienty in that# 
Gay. One night.some drovers, after they had if 
eaten suyrer,asked if she cared if they played # 
a game of poker. She guve her consent. Later # 
when she went into the front room she was very 7 
uch surnrisead to see then playing cards.Yeurs 7 
after vhen some one of the Ffevily woula joke if 
her atout it she wovld reply, “I did not know # 
it was 2 card game. I thousht they were going 
to olay some fame witnr tne poker." Being 

strong Baptist she knew little avout cards, 

The Wilsons not being near an Episcopal 

Church goinea the Metnocists. In their home 

the first Methodist Sunday School of the Piasa ; 
neightorhood was organized, Peter ee Gta She FY 
famous circuit ricer, =.iptised Marv, their younre- 
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# est daughter, ‘ 
# he country where my grandfathers settled E 
# nas greatly changed. I have seen the nassing # 
# of the enme,nuts and wild fruits,black-terries # 
# excepted, I look back with antss faction and a # 
# tinge of sorrow on a sight I once saw. We boys # 
# were in the schooleynrd playing one of the # 
# many gumes we used to invent,suddenly the sky # 
# was darkened by a flight of small birds. They ;} 
# were going north. The flock seemed to be # 
# about a quarter of 2 mile wide and at least a 4 
4 mile an@a half in length, The flight was # 
# steady, We were excited and wished for guns. # 
# We did not know we were leoking at the last i 
# flock of wild pigeons to pass that way. Silent-# 
# ly and without hesitation they flew northward 7 
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ir 
near the o1da Indian trail as other flocks had # 
had flovm for time immenorial. 
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Family of H.D.Wilson,Sr. 


raised on a farm one half mile north of the 
villsge of Piasa,I11.The farm w-s one that his j 
father had been given by the grandfather who 
was one of the earliest settlers of that neigh-# 
borhood. Henry was born Aug.23,1866. # 

There was a good grade school. at Piasa where# 
he secured his early education. Three outside 
factors contributed to this education. Singing # 
Schools was one. For two years he accompaniec # 
by two friends,George James and his son Will, # 
walked to Medora,about five miles, and back 
twice a week to attend the Choral Union Socie- # 
ty. A second factor was a Chautauoua which was # 
established on the Mississippi River not far # 
from his home. The third factor was a Methodist # 
Minister,R.Z.Fahse, who was a naturalist and 
geologist.A man who held ideas far in advance 
of the average minister of his time.Inspired 
by this minister young Henry spent much of his 
leisure time searching for specimens in the 
woods near his home. Out of the three factors 
grew a desire for a higher education. 

When twenty-one years of age the President 
of M'Kendree College,Lebanon,IJ1l.offered to ed-; 
ucate him if in return he would give his life 
to the ministry. This offer was declined, 

An Aunt,Elizabeth Wilson,sent him to The 
Northern Indiana Normal School at Valnaraiso, 
Ind.for tvo years. He then borrowed money from 
an Uncle,C.8.wilson,to complete his course.He 
graduated in the summer of 1890 in both the 
Music and Scientific Courses with the Degree 
B.S. He afterward did advanced work in Music 
under private teachers in both St.Louis and 
Chicago. 

Much of his active life was spent as a 
teacher, He taught as follows. Three years in # 
the Ouachita Parish and City High School » Monroe; 
Lae Two years in the Chillicothe Normal 
School, Chillicothe,Mo. Three and one half year sf 
in the Dickinson County High School, Chapman, # 
Kans. One year as Principat of. the Grade # 
School,Dillon,Kans. Having decided to quit # 
teaching he moved on a farm he had purchased # 
south of Carlton,Kans. While living on this i! 

# 
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# 
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Henry lickinson Wilson,Sr. was born and yf 
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farm he was asked to teach the local one room 
school. This he did on condition that the board 
would furnish a set of band instruments for use 
in the school. There were 19 pupils in the 
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school.In the fall of 1905 he organized, what 
may have been,the first one room country school 
band with nine of his pupils and himself as 
members. Early in 1908 he received an offer to 
teach in the South. For the sake of educating # 
his children he accepted. In the fall of 1908 # 
he began nis work in the Louisiana Industrial 
Institute,now the Louisiana Polytechnic Insti- 
tute, Ruston,La. Here he taught 18 years. After 
this he was Postmaster for about 5 years at 
Ruston,Lsa. In addition to the above he worked 
one veir in Illincis and one in Kansas as a 
private teacher of music. 

While teaching in Chillicothe,Mo. he nad as 
an assistant one of his students a Miss Fannie 
Belle Gilliland from Kansas. They were married -; 
Aug. 30,1895 by the Rev. H.A.Koogle,a Lutheran 
Minister,in tne home of her father, W.C.Gilli- 
land,four miles south of Carlton, Kansas. 
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Fannie Belle Gilliland. 

Fannie Belle Gilliland was born on a farm 
not far from Crawfordsville,Indiana near New 
Market,Dec.7,1871. She died June 9,1932. When 
she was but a child her father moved to Kansas. 
They first settled in Norton,County in that 
part of the State later referred to as the 
Dust Bowl. Their home was a dug-out. Fuel was 
scarce. Often all that was available was tne 
dry dung of buffalo or domestic cattle. It was 
knovm as buffalo chips, Cronos failed. Her fath-? 
er ana three half vorotners went back into cene- 
tral Kansas to secure work, After they were 
gone tnere was a prairie fire. Fannie and ner 
brothers, Frank and Charlie, were able to get 
the cow from tne orairie within tne fire guard ; 
which ner father nad Dlowea before he left,but 
the chickens that had strayed out on the prai- 
rie were practically all burned. As soon. as he 
and the boys secured work her father sent for 
the mother and smnll children. They settled in 
Chapman, Kans.Here for some time the mother ran 
the local boarding house called tne hotel.Soon 
the fatner and half-brothers entered Land 
Clnhnims in the southwest vnart of the County. 
Being able to enter both Homestead and Timber 
Claims tne four were able to secure title to 
a large tract of land, Here the father engaged 
in the cattle business for many years. The 
mother not being strong much of the house work 
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devclved upon Fannie. At the age of 14 she 
took care of the house and aid the cooking for 
a family of 8 and the cowehands. She early ce- 
veloped a love for music and her father bought 
her a reed organ. She was one the young people > 
depended upon to help furnish the music for thed 
dances they held in the various homes, Her oyp- # 
pertunity to secure an education at home was 
limited. Her father,however, sent her to the # 
County High School at Chapman,Kans. Later she # 
was sent to the Normal School at Chillocothe, # 
Mo, After her marriage she studied piano under # 
H.A.Kelso Jr.in Chicago,I11.At Chillecothe she # 
had taken the Business Course with rusic as an 
added Course, Wnen the World War came the Ma- 
tron of the Tech Dining Hall resigned to go to 
be near her husband who had gone as Captain 
with the lecal Company. Fannie was selected to 
tuke her vlace. For some years she served in 
that capacity. Her experience as a girl stood 
her in good stead, 

Fannie's mother was a Kentucky giri. Fannie 
inherited the characteristics te be expected 
in one who descended from 2 State noted for 
its women. She was deveted to her family, her 
social duties and her church, 
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Children of H.D. and Fannie Belle Wilscn, 

Frances Flizateth Wilson born May 17,1900 in 
the home of a friend,Mrs,James Adams, 7 
Abilene,Kans. She was a tencher ry 
profession.She holds a Bachelor's De-j 
gree from the Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute (L.P.I.), She has done ad- ; 
vanced work at North Western Univer- # 
sity,Evanston, Til. ;University of Col-# 
orado,Boulder, Colorado; L.P.I.: and # 
University of Louisiana,Baton Rouge, # 
La. She has taught in the High 
School at Ruston,La.; High School at 
Chennyville,La.;Cuachita Parish High if 
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Family of H.D.Wilson Sr. 


School, Monroe,La.,and as a substitute 
teacher in the Training School of 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute. 

Mary Caroline Wilson was born in her father's 
home in PHBE ae ath eth ale dept Gh o 
is also a teacher by professicn. Like 
her sister Frances her first year of 
schcol was in a one room country 
school. Also like Frances she was 
educated in the High School of Rus- 
ton,La. and L.P.I. She secured ner 
Bachelor's Degree in 1924, She did 
Summer School work at North Western 
University, Evanston,I11. She obtains 
ed an Harned Master's Degree from 
ES ete § ,  eyirr, ,2n 19350.’ "She 
has since don raduate work at Clark 
University and S outa. Fa College, 
Columbia University. Sne has taugnt 
in the Ruston Public School; Train- # 
ing School of L.P.I.; Methodist Orph-# 
snage,Ruston,La.; Murry State Teach- # 
er's College,? ULL VG iV cis wioaee LekaS 
State Teacher's College, Commerce, Tex.: 
and Western State Teacher's Colleze, 
Bateneg eo lil ool eas, 

Henry Dickinson Wilson Jr. born on the farm 
Snutnvot.Garl ton,Kans. Aug. 20,1997. 
Like his sisters he was educated in 
the schools of Ruston,lsa. He holds a # 
Bachelor's Degree from L.P.1. He is # 
a Mechanical Pngineer and is employed# 
by..tic Buffale Poten Company, Buffalo, # 
N.Y. He was married fune 2,1934 to # 
Ruth Amelia Burkhardt, vho was born # 
July 24,1909,by the Rev.R.Carl Sto11 # 
in her father's nome,Williamsville, # 
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Soa ae # 
Children of Henry and Ruth Wilson are# 
Henry Carl born July 2,1935. t 
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Family of H. ”D. Wilson, 8r. i 

Roy Sylvian Wilson was born on tne Campus of # 
L.P.I.April 29,1910, He was educnuted # 

in the schools of Ruston. He holds a # 
Bachelor's Degree from L.P.I. He is # 

an Oil Chemist. He was employed by # 

the Root Refinery, @lDorado,Ark. un- # 

til-the depression when he was let- # 

out with many others, He then went # 


‘f 


to the University of Iowa, Iowa City, # 
Iowa wnere he worked on his Master's # 
Degree but resigned before completing# 
it and accepted a position as Che-ist# 
with the Lion Refinery ,ElDorado, Ark, if 
He was married Nec.8,1934 to Ruby 
Lorene Ratcliff who was born July 27, 
1906 by tne Rev.Homer Kirkpatrick, 
Baptist Minister,in her father's 
home Minden, La. 
Children of Roy and Lorene ses kes are; 
Frances Lorene born Jan.2,19%6., 
Audrey Jean born Sar. 7, 1938. 


Margaret Agusta Wilson was born on tne Cam- 
Gus of Lerel. Aur. 19, t9le. one amd 
her brother Roy were tne first bdroth- 
er and sister to be born on the Cam- 
pus,educated in L.P.I. and graduate 
in the same class. She like her 
brothers and sisters holds a Bachel- 
or's Degree from L.P.I. She taught 
inthe Public School “at Oak “Ridge, La.4 
and at Pioneer,La. In tne summer of ; 
1936 sne went on an educational tour - 
of tne Western States. On this tour 
she met Max Carlton Harmon, a native 
of Maine and teacher of history in 
the High School of Easton,Penn. He 
was born Jan.29,1898. Tney were mar- 
ried Aug.10,1937,in the home of her 
fatner, Ruston,la. vy the Rev. S.E, 
MeFadden, Presbyterian Minister. 
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Home and family of T.H.Wilson,Jr. 


+ 
# 
When Tnos.H.Wilson,Jr.and Martha J.Tompkins # 
were married on October 14,1865 by the Rev. Al- # 
bert Farrow there was no bridal tour. The cere-# 
mony was simple and was held in the home of the# 
bride's father. The couple went immediately 

to their home. The house in which they were to # 
live was one that had been erected ty T.H.Wil- 
gson,or,. He erected it for the purpose of rent- 
ing it to settlers who might need a vlace in 
which to live while deciding on a location. It # 


# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
| 
Vf was built on the order of a duplex. There were # 
# 
# 
# 
it 
i 
# 
it 
# 
#f 
it 
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Shee 


two large rooms below about 16 feet square 
with a 7 foot ceiling. There was an equal 
number above but the ceiling was lower conform-# 
ing to the slant of the roof on each side, The 
chimneys,one on each end,did not go entirely 
to the ground but were on platforms in the 
upper rooms. The pipe from the stove in the 
lower room passing through the floor of the 
upper room. There was a stairway in each lower 
room.There was a simple banister above to pre- 
vent anyone from accidently stepping off. The 
stairs were open. A child could crawl through 

# them. The house was built to accommodate two 

# families hence there was originally no doors 

# connecting the two parts. Doors had,however, 

# been cut tetween both the lower and upper 

# parts as young Tom and his sister Lizzie had 

# been living in the house for about a year, The 

# house nad been built on a low foundation for 

# warmth. in this house many of the old settlers 

# had lived while sclecting a farm and building 

# 

# 

it 

# 

# 
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a house. The old House was known as a story 
and a half house. 

In this house my sister and I were born. I 
early developec an ambition to crawl through 
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Home and Family i T.H.Wilson,Jr. 
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a8 well as up the open stairs, This was curbed 
by the strategy of my mother. She,like many 
women of that day, had a set of fur muffs. Of 
these muffs I was deathly afraid.She would lay 
them on the stairs. They had perfect controll 
over my curiosity. Before my sister was born 
two rooms were built to the west. A large room 
used as a kitchen and diningroom and a small 
bedroom. I was young but I can dimly remember 
the commotion and the patch over the place 
where the door out of one of the rooms was 
closed, The room with the closed door became 
our living roor.Here we spent much of our lei- 
sure time. The chimney had been extended to 
the ground; a window had been removed and a 
door opening onto a porch built to the south 
put in. It was a cosy room om a cold day teing 
protected by rooms on the west and north, 


Thomas Henry Wilson,Jr.,oorn at St.Louis, Mo. 
Feb.9,1832; died in his farm home 
March 19,1914; buried in the Meth-; 
odist Cemetery at Piasa,I11. 

Martha Jane Tompkins born on Stony Hill,near 
Plainfield, Ned. July 2,1843: died 
Oct.2,)926 in tne farm home near 


~ 
~ 


Piasa,Ill.and was buried beside # 

her husband T.H.Wilson,Jr. if 

Children of T.H. ané Martha J.Wilson. #f 
Henry Dickinson Wilson,Sr.,born Aug.23, # 

1866 on the furm near Piasa,Il1?i. i 

Caroline (Carrie) Rebecca Wilson born # 
Feb.9,1869 on the Farm near Piasa,# 

iL Linois. t 
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if "30 # 
if Diary Kept by T.H.Wilson,Jr, it 
# during 2 trip taken to California in year 1254.4 
i 4 
ir Ihe trip from Alton to New Crleans by boat if 
if WS at that time commonvdlace which i8 probably if 
# the reason no mention -i3 made of it. if 
é 
# New Orleans, April 6th. if 
# Left: New Orlicana Thursday,April 6th at # 
# eignt o'clock and got to the gulf at 6in # 
# the evenind and at 7 I was sick enough. 
# Friday 7th, 
# was a fine day but the people all. felt rath-; 
i er sick. We had a very rough night of wind. 
Saturday 8th, 
A fine day and al] the people felt pretty 
well. 


* 


Sunday 9th, 
was anotner bright day and in the offing we 
Got a sight of the Island of Cuba and got 
in the Caribesun Sea. 
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# *Tonday 10th. i 
if The Steamer United States passed by for Pa- Ff 
F NAMA. # 
# Tuesday llth, i# 
# We had a nice shower of rain which felt if 
if sweet. # 
# “ednesday 12th, ~ 
# was a fine day and playing cards was all iF 
# tne go. # 
# Thursday 13th, a 
# We had a fair wind and ve went at 19 knots # 
zt an nour and in the evening we came in sight # 
# of the Corn Islands, I could see sheep on # 
t one, We are 80 miles from San Juan del i 
# Norte, i 
# Friday 14th. i# 
# This morning we are in sight of San Juan # 
4 and we landed at eight o'clock and the oth- # 
# er bort was ready ind we got on and went up # 
“ap the Nicaragua River. it 
4 Saturday 15th, it 
+ In the morning we got to the rapids 100 # 
fi miles up.‘ve had to walk one mile and a half # 
- to the next boat. Loaf of bread that costs # 
# five rents in Alton costs fifty cents here # 
! cup of coffee 10¢ and so.on. People need not # 
i think of getting things cheap here for every# 
# thing is ten cents I don't care how small # 
i# it is. Now came the steamboat with 500 paa- i 
, 
iP 
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Diary kept by T.H.Wilson,Jr. 


uring a trip taken to California in year 1854.7; 


ee ee 


Bengers from California gives good news from# 
the mines so we got on came 12 miles toa # 
Place called Castillo Falls. Here we had to # 
walk 200 yards to the next boat but she did # 
not.come until nine o'clock at night and # 
so I went un to see the fort which had been # 
cuilt £60 years.I have seen a heap of build-# 
ing but this heats all yet. It was all 
knocked down by the British. 

Sunday 16th. 
We had to stay at Costillo 40 hours waiting 
for the New York passengers. We had to pay 
high for food.We had to pay 75¢ for one pie # 
and 207 for one dram. Some got drunk some 
playing cards some fighting some firing 
guns and so on. 

Monday 17th. 
At Gavlicnt ac" Ani Was Tired’ to *let*us 
know that. tne New Yorkers had come ind so 
the, boat started and came to a place*called 
Torri. Rapids. Here we had to walk’ one mile. 7 
We are 40 miles from the lake. We fot here #- 
at ten o'clock and at three the lake boats # 
came and so we all went on board and start- i 
ed at ten. 

Tuesday 18th, 4 
In the morning we were in sight of two large 
mountainga which looked very pretty. We passeda# 
along side of then both and at ten we land- # 
ed out in the lake and had to go ashore in # 
small toats and now we are at Virgin Bay # 
and nn “or the mules. We all cet mules. # 
every passenger is only allowed 25 pounds # 
and over that 15¢ per pound. People do not # 
know that at Piasa. But none of us had that # 
much and so we got on and started and we i 
Zot to San Juan del Sur ‘about ‘three’'o "clock, 
We had a fine time with our mules.Seme did 
not want to go. Some had to kick a little. 
If any of the folks want te see monkeys 
send them here more of them than anything 
else. 

Wednesday 19th, 
We are across the Isthmus.I don't like this 
place much. It is too sandy and full of na- 
tives and they will steal if they ecta 
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during a trip taken to California in year 1854, 
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Friday 21st. 


Saturday 22nd, 


Sunday <dérd. 


Monday 24th. 


Hi 
if 
# 
chance, # 
if 


Thursday 20th, 


This morning the signal was hoisted for the # 
passengers to go aboard the Pacific. One j 
thousand and ten passengers. We had to go # 
on small boats and most everybody got wet. # 
Some un to the neck. Now we are all on ankor # 
taken in and we are started two o'clock and it 
when we had been one hour out there was 2 
fight about the water but no person badly 
hurt, We had seen some high mountains on 

right hand today. 


Sh 


Fine day sea very calm and no land to be 
seen all day. 


A fine day the sea smooth as glass.We have 
had the worst food today we have had since 
we started, Crackers is that hard that you 
might knock the bigest bull that is in the 
State of Illinois cown dead and not break 
them and very noor coffee and tea and at 
supper brought stinking meat on the table 
and tue passengers threw it overtoarc an 
all hands gave the Captain three cheers for 
it his meat and then all hands took the poss 
er in their owm hands ana held a meeting 
and they avpointed 2 cormittee to see tuat 
better food was got. 
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cae 


ee 4 


We nave ear better food today. We can nake 
out to live with such as this. Passengers 
had some fun today with two birds they 
caught on the ship. Land came in sight at 
twelve on our right hand, Good ater are 
playing cards and gambling. Don't seen much 
Like Sunday to me like it did when I see 
such work as that going on. 


ate 


This morning four. miles off land,Sand beach 
on the shore and high mountains lay back, 
The sand beach is 90 miles long. We got 
within two miles of it before we got to 
Acapulco. Here we met with a disappointment. i 
There were tvo Mexican Men of War which 
fired tvo guns to let us know that we could 
mr 
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during a trip taken to California in year 1854. 


- ing a battle every hour. So we had to ¢€0 on 


Tuesday 25th. 


Wednesday 26th, 


Thursday 27th, 


Friday 28th, 


Saturday 29th. 


if 
Diary kept ty T.H.Wilson,Jr. 


a 


not land that time.Santa Anna and Valpevaya 
(not certain of that last name) were expect- 


without much water. Every man has one pint 
and wonen pint and a half a day. Another 
fight took plece this evening between one 
of the sailors and one of the passengers 
about some sugar. 


Fine morning see high mountains at a diste- 
ance looks like a thunder storm rising. 


We are close to land this morning eight 
o'clock we were within one mile and ran 
within four miles all day. It is all moun- 
tains ail rock at that very rough country 
so. I think, 


No land to be seen this morning.Very pleas- 
ant weather as man need wish to see.We came 
on the California Gulf last night are on it 
all day today. It is very calm. 


This morning we are in sight of the cape of 
old California and at seven we are landed 
at Cape San Lucas to tske in some water and 
cattle. We are eleven-hundred miles from 
San Francisco, There is only seven houses 
in this town and I can hardly see them for 
sand, It is nothing tut sand rock anyhow. I 
don't see now people makes 2 living here. 

I don't believe by the looks of the country 
that it has rained for the last twelve 
months. Two more fights on board today just 
about a monkey. We left Cape St.Lucas nine 
o'clock tonight. ) 


Very cold last night very foggy this morn- 
ing things looks rather dull quite cool all 
day. We came in sight of the Marcerita Tse 
land today at twelve.This the Island where 
the Steam Ship Independence was wrecked, I 
seen the plece where they went on shore, 
There is a man on board the ship that was 
on her at the time. He showed me the very 
spot. I seen the first whale today which I 
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# . Diary kept by T.H.Wilson,Jr. 
# during a trip taken to California in year 1854. 
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have been looking for some time. 

Sunday 30th, 
Sea rather(blank)and very cold(word I can- 
not read) man has on his top coat all day. 


# 
# Monday May lst. 


= 


~ 


# Very rough last night and at ten o'clock 


- 


came very near running on the Senden Islands 
(Not sure of that name). They had to stop 
and go right back and take a new course, 
Left the Islands on the left. They say that 
100 yards they would have been on a sandbar.f 
This makes me think of the 014 woman again. 
Had a shower of rain today. One of the pas- 
sengers got drunk this evening and came 


# 
Tuesday 2nd. 
Cool this morning but turns out a very plea-# 
sant day. See mountains all day in the dis- 
tance. 7 
Wednesday 3rd. # 
Fine morning Sea very calm. I seen where § # 
the Winnfiela Scott Ship was wrecked on Bar-# 
bara Islends about three months ago..We run # 
, between this Island and the shore, This af- # 
# ter noon we came within one mile of shore # 
where a beautiful valley lay prettiest coun-#.. 
try that I have seen since I left home lots # 
of cattle and horses which looks ratner like# 
i our prairies but now the fog comes on so # 


# 
# 
# 

that I can't see, # 
Thursday 4th. *' 


Last night there was another fight Pay sd 
two passengers one drew a knife and the oth-# 


al 


# 
# near stabbihg a man. So they tied him hands 
# 
# 


# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# 
# and feet to see how he likes that. 
# 
it 
# 
if 
# 
# 
# 


~| 


er drew a pistol and would have shot him 


# 
# 
if 
if 
#f 
if 
if 
if 
# 
if 
#f 
it 
it 


dead but another man catched his arm and 


it 
it 


# 
4 
the bullet went up through the upper deck, # 
This morning we came very close to shore, # 
Here is a fine country. Here I see houses # 
and people some plowing and some riding on # 
horses and so on and if I saw one cow I saw # 
five thousand, But the fog comes on again. | 


/ 


4 


# 
# But when we were just coming into the bay 
# the fog cleared off and I could count seven # 
# ships some coming out some going in beauti- # 
ful sight is now before us. Now we are at ft 
# | U 
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Diary kept by T.H.Wilson,Jr. it 

during a trip taken to California in year Sey 
the mouth of the river now the flags are # 
hoisted nov’ comes the Inspector to see that # 
all is well. The Cantain announces all well #4 

SO on we come. Now the city is in sight. I # 
have seen several towns since I left home # 
but this beats them all in the way of # 
beauty. We landed at three o'clock May the # 
4th, The best part of this town is built on # 
the water. A green horn must mind how he # 
walks here in the night or he will go where # 
he will not be found very soon. Now we are # 

at the tavern for supper. We got as good a # 
supper for fifty cents as a man need wish # 
for. But things are cheaper here than at # 
Alton. : 4 
Friday 5th. # 
We left for Sacramento at two o'clock this # 
morning on the Marion. Came ten miles then # 
the engine broke but they soon got it ready.# 
Came 40 miles ran on a sandbar. Had to lay # 
here til the tide came, Traveled all night. # 
Saturday 6th, # 
Next morning up in the valley here was nice # 
gardens every thing fit to eat of all kinds.# 
Got to Sacramento ten o'clock today. # 
Sunday 7th. if 
We took the stage to Nevada at half past # 
five in which we had to pay twelve dollars # 
distance 80 miles the road rather rough in # 
places. Got to Nevada at eight o'clock at # 
night. a 

& 

Nevada was evidently Nevada City,California,# 

a center of gold mining at that time.My father & 
spent little time prospecting for gold. He and # 
some friends did go out one day. He selected a # 
place where he wished to tash sand but one of # 
the boys preferred another spot. They were not # 
successful. The place my father had selecfed # 
afterward proved to be good pay dirt. He spent 4 
the most of his time at work on a ranch orin # 
a livery barn in Marysville.One night the barn # 
was burned, He got up in his sleep moved his # 
team and in the morning could not rerember # 
where he had taken it. It was found tied toa # 
fence out of town. The original diary is in = 
my possession. This copy is not exact but will # 
help to show something of the education secur- # 
ed by a frontier boy in pay schools run a few # 
months in the year and the things that impres- # 
sed such a boy making his first contact with ff 
the world, 1 
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Soldiers of the Revolutionary War. # 
Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey Vol.IV, # 
page 161 gives grave stones in the old Buring # 

Ground,Orange,among others that of:- | 
Joseph Tompkins a soldier in the Revolutionary # 
War.He died Jan.1,1804.His age at death # 
was 65 years,3 months and 6 days. Fron # 
that he must have been born April 26, # 
1738. It also gives:- # 
# 

# 


~ 


# 
# 
# D 
# 
# 
7! 
it 
it 
it 


i# Rachel,daughter of Joseph Tompkins 
; died May 18,1777. 


: 
= 
- 


Rhode, daughter of Joseph Tompkins 


= 


and wifw of Caleb Quimby died 


# 
# 
# Aug. 20,1308, # 
#Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey Vol.III # 
# page 161 gives the following:- # 
# Jonah Garrison, Private in Artillery, Revolution-# 
: ary War.Born 1740, died Avril 25,1832. ; 


Somerset Co.Historical Quarterly Yol.V page 46 i 


gives the “ollowing:- 

John Vaughn was a private in the Artillery Rev-# 
Olutionary War. He died in the service. 
His heirs werei:- 


} 


“4 


# 

# 

# ca 
if it 
# Levi Vaughn and # 
# Mary Ann Vaughn. # 
# I found in the Grosveno. Library,Buffalo,N.Y. # 
# either in the archives of New Jersey or the # 
# Report of the Historical Society of that State # 
# the following list of Soldiers of the Revolu- # 
# tionary War:- 

# 

it 

if 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

i# 

# 


- 


. 


it 
# 
Amos Tompkins,C2ptain Samuel Pierson's Co.2na # 
Regiment,Essex;also State Troups;also # 
Continental Army. # 
Enos Tompkins---Essex. # 
Ichabod Tompkins---No County given. # 
Issac Tomokins---Morris. # 
John Tompkins---Essex,. # 
Joseph Tompkins--C:ptain SauiFes'Co. 2nd Regi- # 
ment,Essex;also Continental Army. # 
; Orange is in Essex,Co.and this is very # 
# likely the same Joseph given above. a 
# Stephen Tompkins--Captain Josiah Pierson's Co. # 
# 2nd Regiment, Essex. i 
# Uzal Tomvkins---Morris. 4 
# David Bedford--Mcrris. He is very likely my # 
# Great,Great Grandfather, father of Nancy# 
# Bedford wife of Nathaniel Tomkins. # 
# John Vaughn,Captain Nixon's Troup Light Morse, # 
# Middlesex, # 
# Samuel Vaughn, No County given. # 
# # 
# 
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Joseph Toruxins. 
born eb.25,1753. 
died 0cte25,1552. 
nicrricde 

hartha Cunpocll. 


David Bedford. 
vorn 1745. 

died June 35,1515. 
marricd at Hanover,l.Je 
hepecce Hoppinge 


born iiovec5,17470 boin 1750. 
Tee PO SR aaa a Cled Cote,1838~- 
SON. davehtore 
3 H 
Nathanicl ‘Yomkins. Nancy Bedford. 
torn Lay 14,1739. born 1735. 


Cied Lay 10,1560. Giec April 25,1854. 
married Sent.s,181l. 
by the ReveAaron Condit of Hanover Church, Nede 
Sone 


e 
s 


Willicn A. Tompkinse 
born May 17,1012.6 
died Janeco,13906 


. m—=000UUI000—- m= 
Frencis Vaughn, William Garrison. 
Corm-<--------- born Decel2,1756. 
cLlode--------- died Junc 25,1622. 
oarricde.. marriede 
kiary Bléenford. Mary Carscne 
bOmM--- -----~ born Pebe25,1L751. 
disd--------=- Gied vecel2,1325. 
SONne daughtere 

3 $ 
John Veucghne Nancy Garrison. 
born 0¢t.15,1755~ born dune 25,1753. 
Gied reb.1,136l1. Cied Auge5,1850~. 

married Jan.6,1806.~. 
daughiere — 
z 


Rebecca Vauzghne 

born Jonelé,i814. 

Gied June 20,1902. 

married Ccotets lode 

at Plainfield, Nede 

by the Rev.Vaniel T.Hill. 

to william /.‘'ompkins.e 
daughter. 


3 
KMartha Jans “ompkinse 
July 2, 1845----~ OCUec, 1926. 


David Bedford above is ssid to have been a Lieutein theiievolu- 
tionary. “epeluch of the becford deta was furnished by Mrse Ce 
klmcr Bedford. I have a letter from the Clerk of the Session of 
the Hanover Church giving the data of the marriage of Nathaniel 
and Nancy Womlkir 


John Vaughn was & " teamster in the War of 1812 eS 
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WILSON CAFETERIA 


MUESOET OLE CLOMONLOSE. weds fesse ose cas subse cavacccneccss Mr. S. X. Lewis, Dean of Student Affairs 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute 


Lol App cem As aes 


SR, LOMA aE ain a Seo scsi ces sel wiSTRETELE Guccems bk Reverend J. W. Lipscomb, Pastor 
Presbyterian Church of Ruston 
Ruston, Louisiana 


PPE PALL ONT rai clk nedss<eveavnscons ShsscPet ota aes Dr. W. Rodney Cline, Professor of Education 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


OTE 5. os.cisvsenc's sae sdqevan. oe hs veqnAtg ip «Fabs siesacasevcvontess Dr. F. Jay Tayle , President 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute 


Prayer of Dedication ........ 5 OR. SOR ire a Reverend Douglas L. McGuire, Pastor 
Trinity Methodist Church 
Ruston, Louisiana 


Portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Wilson painted by Miss Mary Moffett, Lf 
Professor of Art, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute. 


Souvenir Programs Courtesy of Louisiana Tech Alumni Association 


The Wilson cafeteria, deemed by many the most beautiful building on the campus, is 
in contemporary architectural style and yet somehow reminiscent of the best architectural 
principles practiced throughout the ages from the Greeks through Frank Lloyd Wright. Dig- 
nified and impressive in structure on the hill, it nevertheless preserves a low silhouette, 
solidifying with the ground. The lovely color contrast of the concrete and bricks is 
especially noteworthy. 


There are four lines for student service, each capableof serving eight to ten students 
a minute, and four separate dining rooms adjacent to these lines, each seating 252 guests. 
The dining hall uses a variety of designs and color schemes that produce an informal, 
warm, and intimate atmosphere, even though the building is so brilliantly executed that as 
many as 2,000 students can be fed at a meal period, and in the event of inclement weather 
all of them can be in the building at one time without crowding.. 


Mr. Beuford Jacka was the architect. Mr. C. Vern Bybee planned the designs for 
the food services. Mr. Raymond Nichols, head of the Art Department at Louisiana Tech, 
planned the color schemes. The building and its equipment cost about one million dollars. 


The cafeteria is named to honor Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Wilson. Mr. Wilson, a distin- 
guished singer and instrumentalist, was head of the Music Department at Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute from 1908 to 1926. Mrs. Wilson was in charge of the dining hall from 
1914 to 1922. All five of the Wilson children are graduates of Louisiana Tech. The family 
has been notable for many years for leadership in educational and cultural activities. 
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